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DASA
Is designed to breathe new life into vacant 
or underutilized spaces downtown.
It fosters community vibrancy and promotes 
entrepreneurship. It harnesses creativity, energy, and 
collaboration to transform vacant and underutilized spaces 
into vibrant spaces that reflect the character and aspirations 
of our community.

Join Us! There’s a Space for You 
Downtown
Together, let us embark on this journey to revitalize our 
downtown and create a brighter future for all. By partnering, 
we can create dynamic spaces that not only attract foot 
traffic but also stimulate economic activity, enhance the 
aesthetic appeal of downtown, and provide opportunities for 
entrepreneurship and creativity to flourish.

•	 Revitalize Downtown 
Transform vacant storefronts into vibrant hubs. 
Revitalize commercial corridors and main streets.

•	 Support Local Businesses 
Provide affordable and flexible spaces for entrepreneurs, 
artisans, and small businesses to showcase their offerings. 
Help them establish a presence and grow customer bases. 

•	 Catalyze Economic Growth 
Stimulate spending and investment in our local economy. 
Attract patrons to explore an array of downtown spaces. 

•	 Foster Community Engagement	
Create gathering spaces. Promote social interaction, 
cultural exchanges, and civic pride. Strengthen 
a sense of belonging and connection.

About 
Downtown 
Austin 
Alliance 
Foundation

Mission
The Mission of the 
Foundation is to 
create downtown 
vibrancy through art, 
parks, and cultural 
spaces by and for 
everyone.

Vision
The Vision of the 
Foundation is to create 
a downtown Austin that 
thrives as a vibrant and 
inclusive community, 
where art and culture 
are accessible to all. 
 

Impact
Since 2019, we have 
given back $1M 
in funds to artists, 
for art installations, 
murals, and 
performance fees, 
ensuring equitable 
pay for artists and 
musicians. Learn 
about the many 
ways to support at 
downtownaustin.
com/foundation.

http://downtownaustin.com/foundation
http://downtownaustin.com/foundation


COMING 2025
The Downtown Austin Space Activation (DASA) initiative is excited to 
introduce a Small Business Incubator Program designed to foster the 
growth and development of local entrepreneurs, small businesses, and 
creative talents within downtown Austin. This initiative will transform 
vacant spaces into dynamic hubs where small businesses, particularly 
those from underrepresented communities, can test concepts, grow,  
and thrive in a supportive and collaborative environment.
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Community Impact
Directly contribute to the vibrancy of downtown. 
Your generosity creates a more inviting 
environment that benefits residents, visitors, 
and businesses alike.

Social Responsibility
Support initiatives that strengthen your 
community. Your donation will contribute to 
the social fabric and sense of belonging in our 
downtown.

Publicity and Recognition 
Your generosity will be publicly acknowledged 
through various channels, including our 
website, social media platforms, press releases, 
and signage. 

Be a Trusted Champion
We will work directly with you to activate the 
space, highlight your participation, and drive 
foot traffic to the space. We facilitate all aspects 
of the partnership to ensure positive outcomes.

Support for Entrepreneurs
The program provides a supportive environment 
for entrepreneurs and small businesses to 
test new ideas, build customer relationships, 
and grow their ventures, strengthening the 
entrepreneurial ecosystem and fostering 
innovation.

Vitality
Vibrant storefront and public space activations 
create attractive and welcoming public spaces 
that encourage social interaction, cultural 
exchange, and civic engagement, fostering a 
stronger sense of community identity and pride.

Urban Revitalization
Revitalized storefronts and commercial 
districts contribute to the physical and social 
rejuvenation of downtown Austin, making it a 
more desirable place to work, visit, live, and 
invest.

Improved Perceptions of Safety
Public space activation improves safety by 
increasing visibility, fostering social cohesion, 
creating positive atmospheres through events, 
and enhancing maintenance standards. As a 
result, people feel more comfortable, leading to 
a greater sense of well-being in the community 
as a whole.

Economic Impact
Increased foot traffic and sales for local 
businesses, job creation, and enhanced 
property occupancy and values contribute to a 
more resilient and prosperous local economy.

Community Benefits: Why Partner?
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$150,000 – Change Maker 
•	 As a Change Maker, you are investing in the 

securing and preparation of vacant sites. 
•	 Contributions cover the cost of rent, property improvements 

such as paint, lighting, signage, furnishings, and technology.

$75,000 – Action Agent
•	 As an action agent, you are investing in empowerment programming 

targeting under served and underrepresented communities.
•	 Programming includes mental health sessions, 

performing arts, workshops, mentorship programs, small 
business training, education, and art exhibits.

$40,000 – Implementer
•	 As an Implementer, you are investing in the creation 

of microgrants for artists and performance fees, 
ensuring equitable pay for artists and musicians.

•	 Contributions support photo and artist residency programs.

$15,000 – Amplifier
•	 As an amplifier, your investment supports the marketing and 

promotion of program participants and their activations.
•	 Funds will be used for classes, workshops, toolkits, collateral, 

promotional material, signage, and advertising.

$5,000 – Partner 
•	 As an accessibility partner, your investment supports 

travel and parking benefits for qualified applicants.
•	 Funds will be used to purchase transit passes, 

parking stipends, permits and fees related to loading, 
and other mobility and transit needs.

$2,500 – Champion
•	 As a small business champion, your investment supports the 

continued support of small businesses and the creation of 
networking and informational events, food, and beverages.

$1,000 – Supporter
•	 As a supporter, your investment covers everyday costs 

of wifi internet, supplies, fees, and insurance.

Sponsorship 
Benefits

$15K+ 
Sponsor 
Benefits
Prominent logo 
placement on all 
program materials, 
including website, 
promotional flyers, 
and signage 
at activated 
storefronts. 

$2.5K+ 
Sponsor 
Benefits
Media mentions and 
acknowledgment 
in press releases, 
social media posts, 
and media coverage 
of the program.

$1K+  
Sponsor 
Benefits
Host opportunities 
to activate DASA 
spaces. We can 
work with you to 
host events that 
highlight your 
commitment 
to community 
development.

Sponsorship Opportunities
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Program Impact

welcome 27 new activators to space(s) downtown
engage 20+ volunteers in socially impactful activations
save $17K+ for activators
give 1,752 hours of in-kind services to partners
engage 1,298 people of all ages

Since May 2024, we 
have collaborated 
with 20+ community 
partners to...

host 53 activations
provide 115+ hours of social programming
support 17 artists
support 20 musicians
support 31 independent makers / cultural producers
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Partner Testimonials

Has your participation in the DASA program helped your efforts?  
If so, in what ways?

“Yes, it helped by giving artists and 
artisans a place to exhibit and sell 
unique Latinx articles not easily 
found in other pop up markets. 
It gave us a space in the heart of 
downtown Austin. Vendors profited 
from sales.”

“Validation and expansion of our 
mission to promote art and mental 
health. We have been able to, not 
only feature and celebration our 
amazing artists and stories, but 
we have been able to meet new 
audiences and make rewarding 
connections with key community 
members and organizations because 
of the DASA program.”

“Yes, in our goal to create 
intersectionally inclusive 
spaces for creatives from often 
marginalized communities.”

“The affordability of the space allowed us to elevate our 
series with a fun, showy spot downtown that was doable 
on our small budget. The ability to have the FULL day 
in the space was also huge. The efforts we got to bring 
in staging, audio, lighting, and decor is essential to the 
experience we are offering AND the ability to have so much 
time is key.”

Photograph Courtesy of Brown Boy Productions

Photograph Courtesy of Natalie George Productions

host 53 activations
provide 115+ hours of social programming
support 17 artists
support 20 musicians
support 31 independent makers / cultural producers



8 | DOWNTOWN AUSTIN ALLIANCE FOUNDATION

2024-25 Activation Vision

Incorporate a variety of activations to engage the 
community and attract visitors. 

Pop-Up Retail Shops/
Vendor Markets
•	 Collaborate with local businesses 

to set up temporary retail spaces. 
•	 Rotate different vendors monthly 

to keep the offerings fresh. 
•	 Host weekend markets 

featuring local artisans, food 
vendors, and live music. 

•	 Celebrate seasonal themes 
(e.g., holiday markets). 

Artists/Creative 
Residency
•	 Intro to Artist (Artist Talk/Panel) 
•	 Workshops and Classes 
•	 Ongoing Meet the Artist 

Studio Hours 
•	 Showcase local artists’ work 

through rotating art installations. 
•	 Host art openings/Exhibits 

Networking Events
•	 Organize mixers, meetups, and 

industry-specific gatherings. 
•	 Encourage business 

owners, creatives, and 
residents to connect. 

Community  
Workshops/Classes
•	 Offer skill-building workshops 

(e.g., entrepreneurship, 
art, wellness). 

•	 Partner with local experts 
and organizations. 

Performance Spaces
•	 Convert storefronts into mini 

theaters or music venues. 
•	 Showcase local talent (e.g., live 

music, theater, spoken word). 

Interactive Exhibits
•	 Create immersive experiences 

(e.g., augmented reality, 
interactive displays). 

•	 Encourage passersby to 
engage and explore. 

Collaborative Co-
Working Spaces
•	 Convert vacant storefronts 

into shared workspaces. 
•	 Offer flexible memberships for 

freelancers and entrepreneurs. 

Seasonal Decorations/
Festive Themes 
•	 Decorate storefronts to match 

seasons, holidays, or local events. 
•	 Encourage businesses to 

participate in themed displays. 

Food/Beverage Pop-Ups
•	 Host food trucks, beverage 

stands, or culinary pop-ups. 
•	 Highlight local flavors and cuisines.
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Ways to Give

Activate Your Space
Have an empty or underused space downtown? 
Let us know. You have the space, we’ll bring the magic.
By collaborating with property owners like you, local businesses, and 
community stakeholders, we aim to create vibrant hubs of activity that 
contribute to the cultural and economic vitality of downtown Austin, while 
supporting the flourishing of local artists.

Donate Today
The Downtown Austin Alliance Foundation is a 501(c)(3) public charity. 
In partnership with the Downtown Austin Alliance, the Foundation invites 
everyone to participate in the critical work of advancing downtown through 
charitable donations and partnerships. 
Thanks to charitable donations, the Foundation has invested more than 
$1.3M dollars back into the community by increasing the presence of art and 
culture in downtown Austin - for everyone.

Questions? 
Contact Us

Jenell Moffett, MBA 
Chief Impact Officer
512.698.5350 (m)
jmoffett@ 
downtownaustin.com

Raasin McIntosh 
VP Active Urbanism
512.619.6527 (m)
rmcintosh@
downtownaustin.com

https://downtownaustin.submittable.com/submit/296041/donate-space-to-dasa
https://downtownaustinalliance.app.neoncrm.com/forms/foundation-donation
mailto:jmoffett%40downtownaustin.com?subject=DASA%20Sponsorship
mailto:jmoffett%40downtownaustin.com?subject=DASA%20Sponsorship
mailto:rmcintosh%40downtownaustin.com?subject=DASA%20Sponsorship
mailto:rmcintosh%40downtownaustin.com?subject=DASA%20Sponsorship
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