
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Lessons Learned 
The 2013 Reopening of Wooldridge Square 

Ann S. Graham, Project Consultant for 

the Reopening of Wooldridge Square Park, 2013 

April 2014 

PoolL
Typewritten Text



 Lessons Learned | 2 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publication design by Leslie Pool  



 Lessons Learned | 3 

 

  

 

Executive Summary 

Edwin Waller was a visionary when he laid out the ground plan for Austin in 1839. Not only did he 

recognize the importance of the urban grid, but he had the foresight to preserve four, symmetrically 

placed public squares, ensuring that Austinites, present and future, would have access to open, green 

spaces as focal points for community gathering and civic life. 

Because of the Squares’ respective geographical and topographical placement and the way the built 

environment has developed around them, each of them has taken on a unique identity. Of the four 

(three remaining) squares, only Wooldridge retains its nigh-original landscape as an open, green, airy, 

shady, grassy, quiet respite from the urban pace around it.  

After its first 100 years of use, followed by the critically important recent infrastructure improvements, 

Wooldridge Square has the opportunity to reenter the Austin civic landscape. Investing in the 

September 2013 reopening celebrations opened the door to raising renewed awareness of and 

interest in the Square and provided a teaser to programmatic possibilities. The content of this 

Wooldridge Square report provides insights into the opportunities and challenges that lie ahead for 

Wooldridge. The critical moment is here to reanimate and reactivate Wooldridge at the height of its 

renewal.  

The time is now to take an active lead on reengaging the public in Wooldridge Square to ensure its 

long-term viability for the next 100 years by: 

 Solidifying Wooldridge Square’s role in the historic fabric of Austin as a welcoming public 

space amenable to the individual or for small or large gatherings 

 Focusing on maintaining a quality site with amenities and reasons to return 

 Inspiring programming that provides opportunities for diverse public use and reaches a diverse 

populace 

 Ensuring a positive return on the recent financial infrastructure investment 

 Providing eyes on the Square that promote safe, respectful and welcome use 

 Raising awareness amongst the weekday employees and visitors (i.e., library, courthouse, law 

offices, etc.) within walking, busing, and biking distance from Wooldridge of the availability of 

healthy, open space for respite or social interaction 

 Supporting and growing vital engagement of current stewardship efforts led by Friends of 

Wooldridge Square (FOWS), Downtown Austin Alliance (DAA), Austin Parks Foundation (APF), 

and Austin Parks and Recreation Department (PARD) 
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 Capitalizing on an active discussion to cultivate public spaces across the city, as a model for 

civic intervention and engagement. 

As Austin grows and more people come downtown to live and work, pressure increases on all of 

Austin’s green spaces to accommodate daily use along with the challenges of an ever-increasing 

number of weekly outdoor events. Wooldridge Square has unique qualities that allow it to be both a 

respite and a welcome center for civic activity. 

Wooldridge Square offers a place to read … think … eat … roll … skip … dance … listen … paint … make 

music … discuss … nap … campaign … share … rally … talk … and more. Its place in the history of 

Austin is rich and its future is our responsibility to shape. 

Photo credit: Ann S. Graham, May 2013 
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Recommendations 
Wooldridge Square beckons. From its location to its topography, from the historic bandstand to its quiet, green 

landscape, Wooldridge draws you in. However, after years of neglect followed by a significant investment in 

restoration, it will take time and intention to reintroduce people to the Square. Here are recommendations to 

that end. 

1.  Inspiring Use of Wooldridge Square 

a. Spontaneous, personal use – eating, reading, walking, talking, napping, music making, 
exercising, painting, and so forth. Ideally this would occur on a daily basis and be the primary way 
the Square is used. 

b. Intentional programmatic use – programs that are planned, permitted and promoted. 

Intentional programming should take advantage of the landscape and the bandstand and build on the 

unique history, culture and identity of Wooldridge. Its 100 years of history provide a rich background and 

inspiration for infinite variations of programs and events that can provide joy, meaning, celebration, 

respite and contemplation. 

 

2. Basic park infrastructure to support programming from the perspective of 
both the public and programming partners 

SHORT TO MEDIUM TERM 

CONTACT PERSON 

Identify point person for questions pertaining to programming at 
Wooldridge. This would be a temporary assignment in lieu of a dedicated 
staff person described below – someone who can foster a vision for 
programming and provide insight into, and potentially help navigate, the 
permitting process. 

SEMI-PERMANENT VENDOR ON SITE 

Quality food sales on site will be a critical first step to drawing people to 
Wooldridge on a daily basis and giving them insight into the beauty of being 
in the park. 

MOVEABLE SEATING WITH SHADE 

Moveable tables and chairs have proven to be a successful ingredient in 
parks around the world and should be explored in conjunction with the food 
vendor. Providing shade with the seating is important to encourage regular 
use in hot summer months. 

FOOD VENDING FOR EVENTS 

Work with the vendor on site to remain open during events 

Provide contact information to other vendors to sell water or additional food 
at events, depending on scale of program(s). 
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LOADING ZONE/PARKING  

Research/procure two or three load-in/parking spots for event producers 

Negotiate with Travis County to establish parking access to surface lots on 
east side of Guadalupe or parking garage on San Antonio for 
weekend/evening events; could be fee-based. 

ELECTRICITY 

Upgrade the electrical infrastructure on the bandstand, connecting to the 
power box on the west side of the park. The current two circuits are not 
adequate for all sound system needs commensurate to scale of park, 
necessitating generator rental/costs. 

Consider installing switch for “café lights.” 

PUBLIC ART 
Understand City of Austin’s Art in Public Places/Art Donation policy 
regarding requests for permanent or temporary artworks at the Square. 

EVENT SPONSORSHIPS 
Evaluate with DAA, PARK, APF, and FOWS potential for basic fundraising 
plan for event sponsorships. 

COMMUNICATIONS AND EVENT 
PROMOTION 

Identify person with programming partner who will coordinate 
communication with public and contact person 

Collate general list of Facebook pages or websites (e.g., FOWS, DAA, PARD, 
APF) to distribute to permit applicants to co-promote events/programs open 
to the public. 

SIGNAGE 

Install system to hang banners from the bandstand that will not damage the 
historic structure. Requests were repeatedly submitted during fall 2013 
programming events to hang banners. It is a good way to promote events, 
recognize event sponsors and draw attention to the park as a venue. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY 

Ensure event producers understand their responsibility to provide any 
security needed. 

Be sure to give them all necessary contact information. 

TOILETS 

The Travis County Courthouse and the Austin History Center and library are 
open to the public and provide facilities for daily park users during the 
normal operating hours. 

Programming partners need to bring in portable toilets for events planned in 
the Square and improved infrastructure is needed to do this well. 

Install a temporary concrete pad at a strategic location for placement of two 
portable toilet units (rented per program). Identify the best choice for this 
concrete pad, out of the major view-shed from west-facing audiences, and 
not too close to the food vendor. 

TRASH 
Ensure event producers understand their responsibility to remove any trash 

Be sure to give them all necessary contact information. 

ALCOHOL SALES 

If alcohol sales are approved and fencing required, ensure event producers 
are given recommendations on appropriate fencing vendors, ideal fencing 
perimeter, etc. 

MEMORIALS 

Establish a policy to deal with potential requests for memorials/plaques. 
What is historically correct? Is there a potential revenue stream for “in honor 
of …” or “in memory of …” opportunities? 

STORAGE FOR PERFORMERS 

Consider cleaning out the space under the bandstand to create temporary, 
safe storage for material (e.g., music cases, boxes, etc.) during 
programming. 
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LONG TERM (PART OF LONG RANGE MASTER PLAN) 

PERMANENT TOILETS 
Consider installing permanent toilets. One example is the Portland Loo: 

www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/408156 

WATER FOUNTAIN Install historically accurate water fountain 

ACCESS FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH 
DISABILITIES 

The park and bandstand do not meet ADA requirements. Attention needs to be 
given to ADA parking adjacent to the park, appropriate pathway grades, access 
to the bandstand. 

PARKING 
Obtain permission to allow evening/weekend parking in Travis County garage 
(west of the park on San Antonio for park events (could be fee-based). 

 

3. Park Permitting Process 

PARD’s permit site now provides online clarification that distinguishes between smaller “PARK ONLY” events 

and larger events requiring COA’s new comprehensive city-wide Special Event Application: 

www.austintexas.gov/page/special-events-policies-procedures  

FOR “PARK ONLY” EVENTS 

Ensure information for reserving the Square for programming is readily available online and by phone at 

Wooldridge Square, PARD, APF, DAA, 311. 

Improve and clarify Request Form and create online form – 
www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Parks/Special_Events/policies/special_request.pdf 

NOTE: Ann Graham discussed these points with Jason Mauer and he is amenable to them, but aims to keep form 
short and as easy/fast to complete as possible. Ann is willing to continue to work with Jason on this. 

 

Add timely response function to reservation process – Immediate auto response when Request Form received. 

Pre-determined time (i.e., “x weeks”) allowance for feedback, resolution of questions. 

Pre-determined window (i.e., “x weeks or months”) of time for permit issuance . 

Provide outline for time required to submit/secure permit. 

Provide more space for all information. 

Provide explanation for implications of “type of request” and “event details” including web links to City 

ordinances where relevant (i.e., what happens if I check this box? Curfew (time, noise), alcohol served or sold, 

sound permit, catering/vending, etc.). 

Define “co-sponsorship” and “non-reservable site.”  

Event details form: more room needed on form for description, event details. 

Location requested: make address more explicit – where in a given park/square? 

http://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/408156
http://www.austintexas.gov/page/special-events-policies-procedures
http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Parks/Special_Events/policies/special_request.pdf
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Fully detailed explanation of request: currently only one line. 

Describe plan for litter, toilets, etc.: One line? What are the requirements for litter pick up or providing toilets? 

What are the implications of … 

 Total estimated audience – are there different thresholds if you have more than X?  

What are they (in terms of security, toilets, access, etc.)? 

 Admission charge? What are the implications of yes/no?  

Are there admission charges that trigger different permitting requirements? 

 Will alcohol be served? Yes/no …. What are the implications? 

 Sound permit needed? What triggers needing a sound permit? 

Will there be catering/vending? If so, then what are the implications? 

EVENT MARKETING 

Current website includes this statement: 

“City of Austin PARK Event Website information: I hereby grant permission to copy and to perform minor edits 

to promotional information from the event application, marketing or website material to use in posting a short 

publicly viewable information about the subject event on the City’s website.” 

Consider adding web links where event/program producer can submit information to ensure COA/PARD web 

inclusion (i.e., FOWS, PARD, DAA, APR, Austin Creative Alliance, Culture Map, etc.) 

COA NEW COMPREHENSIVE SPECIAL EVENTS PERMIT PROCESS 

This process is much more detailed and required for more complex events than the “picnic rate” request (events 

that require staging, fencing, sound permits, alcohol permits, food safety permits, toilets, etc.). It has an 18-

page application and requires a longer timeline. This application triggers attention from TxDOT, Capital Metro, 

APD, AFD, EMS, PARD, H&HS, COA Right of Way/Transportation, Building Inspection, etc.  

The City of Austin has developed a comprehensive application for event planning to be used by special 

event applicants year-round. The application will be used by multiple city departments to help producers 

determine what permits and planning documents are required to meet internationally-adopted safety 

standards.  austintexas.gov/news/city-austin-institutes-comprehensive-special-event-application  

  

http://austintexas.gov/news/city-austin-institutes-comprehensive-special-event-application
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4. Dedicated Staff Support 

 After investing considerable (albeit part-time) attention to develop sustainable programming at Wooldridge 

Square, it is apparent that dedicated staff attention is required to inspire, promote, facilitate, support, and 

insure successful and engaging use of the Square and the bandstand.  

Just because the Square is THERE does not guarantee spontaneous programming will take place. Ongoing 

outreach efforts to keep the Square in the minds of Austinites and to continue to plant seeds for new program 

ideas takes staff time and attention that currently doesn’t exist (though the desire is there). 

Current plans to focus attention on short and long-term development of Republic Square could provide a model 

for Wooldridge, but below are some ideas for what a dedicated staff person could address (building on our 

experiences these past months, and prior to that by FOWS, PARD, APF, DAA):  

 Assess the assets/liabilities, opportunities/challenges  

 Identify and develop database of key partners and stakeholders (DAA, COA, PARD, APF, nearby 

employers, HOAs, businesses, residents, civic entities, preservation community, Shoal Creek 

Conservancy, etc.)  

 Clarify partner agreements (MOUs) with DAA, COA, PARD, APF, Economic Development  

(i.e., Cultural Affairs, Music Division) 

 Oversee master planning process 

 Survey stakeholders regarding potential uses  

 Assess physical aspects that invite unique programming without bringing-in additional resources (i.e. 

staging); identify and characterize both common and unique attributes of each that could shape 

programming ideas 

 Identify key times/days of year that are peak times for current users/stakeholders  

 Develop communication strategy for year round presence in the eyes of the community including both 

civic and privately produced programs and events 

 Develop programmatic vision for outreach and to curate events 

 Develop budget and fundraising goals; including exploring 501(c)(3) organizational base so that tax-

deductible donations can be accepted for much needed fundraising to support programing, 

sponsorships, etc. 
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5. Communication and Outreach 

 Effective short-medium-long term ‘Communication and Outreach’ demands that human and financial 

resources are dedicated to initiate, respond to and follow through with ideas and opportunities. Whether a part 

of a given staff person’s job description or a short-term part-time appointment or a dedicated staff position, 

attention is required to maximize an investment in programming communication and outreach. 

It would be an asset if there were a dedicated web page for Wooldridge Square. Currently, there is the active 

Friends of Wooldridge Square Facebook page and the DAA, PARD and APF have calendars/schedules on their 

respective websites to promote (selective) events. 

A quick Google search for Wooldridge Square revealed the following opportunities to update information, 

again, acknowledging that a point person needs to be identified to maintain these sites and implement any of 

the other suggestions listed below. There are likely myriad other online sites/links where Wooldridge Square’s 

information could be highlighted and shared. 

DAA: www.downtownaustin.com/maps  and provide link to PARD Reservation Request site. 

APF: www.austinparks.org/our-

parks.html?ParkName=Wooldridge+Square&ParkAmenity=&ParkZip=&submit=Search+Parks 

Trip Advisor: www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g30196-d558485-Reviews-Wooldridge_Square-

Austin_Texas.html 

Add FOWS/FB to FourSquare:  www.foursquare.com/v/wooldridge-square-park/4ba5ce9af964a520562339e3 

Other suggestions: 

 Place Wooldridge Square logo on PARD, COA/Cultural Affairs/Music Division, APF, and DAA web sites 

that link to FOWS FB or PARD/Permit web pages 

 Build on existing database of stakeholders for regular communications about ongoing activities, 

reminders that the Square is available for use, special events, etc. 

 Create Wooldridge Square ‘business card’ or advertisement that could be included in County, APL, 

History Center, Preservation Austin, AIA, Austin Creative Alliance, COA/Cultural Affairs Division, etc. 

publications to promote availability as creative venue 

 Explore ways for Capital Metro to promote the Square online and on maps 

 Explore ways to include Wooldridge Square on Austin B-cycle literature and bike racks 

 Reach out to Judges/Justices of the Peace regarding availability of Wooldridge Square for weddings 

 
 

  

http://www.downtownaustin.com/maps
http://www.austinparks.org/our-parks.html?ParkName=Wooldridge+Square&ParkAmenity=&ParkZip=&submit=Search+Parks
http://www.austinparks.org/our-parks.html?ParkName=Wooldridge+Square&ParkAmenity=&ParkZip=&submit=Search+Parks
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g30196-d558485-Reviews-Wooldridge_Square-Austin_Texas.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g30196-d558485-Reviews-Wooldridge_Square-Austin_Texas.html
http://www.foursquare.com/v/wooldridge-square-park/4ba5ce9af964a520562339e3
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6. Long Range Master Planning 

 Parallel to the planning and implementation of the recent improvements to Wooldridge Square has been the 

intention to secure funding for a Long-Range Master Plan for the Square. 

Drawing from the “Downtown Parks and Open Space Master Plan” the process should ensure the right players 

are at the table in the decision-making process and both short/medium-term and long-term infrastructure 

needs are being addressed.  

Respect for the historical status of the Square is paramount – working closely with PARD and preservationists 

(i.e., THC, Preservation Austin, etc.) to ensure any changes (lighting, trash cans, benches, pathways, etc.) 

respect the historical integrity of the site. 

In addition, it will be important to be alert to development changes on the periphery of the Square and their 

potential impact. For example, work to ensure APL/AHC redesign fronts Wooldridge Square; keep abreast of 

any future changes to east side of Guadalupe (i.e. Bank of America, surface parking lots). 

 

C06049 AHC – Dedication of the bandstand at Wooldridge Square Park.  

Crowds gather around the bandstand, dressed in formal wear. 
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Photo credit: Ann S. Graham, Austin Symphony Big Band, October 2013 
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Attachments 
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A. Excerpt from June 2013 Survey Synopsis 
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EXCERPT FROM WOOLDRIDGE SQUARE PARK SURVEY RESULTS –  Question 2 

Compiled by Christina Wiese, Communications Intern at DAA 

Tuesday, June 25, 2013 

Question 2: What would you like to see in Wooldridge Square more than anything else? What would make 

you go out of your way to seek out Wooldridge as a place for fun, contemplation, repose, delight? 

 

Categories Responses 

Concerts 62 

Homeless Resolution 62 

Family/community Events 47 

Landscaping 47 

Public Amenities 47 

Water Feature 27 

Picnics 22 

Safety/Clean 22 

Peaceful Place 17 

Vendors 14 

Playtime 11 

Lunch Breaks 11 

Politics/History 10 

Library 10 

No Answer 7 

Do Not Want To Go 5 

Chess 2 
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CATEGORY BREAKDOWN 

 Chess 

 Concerts 

 Symphony 

 Jazz 

 Non-amplified 

 Do Not Want To Go 

 Family/Community Events 

 Art events 

 Ballet 

 Exercise 

 Farmers Market 

 Film series 

 Holiday celebrations 

 O’Henry Pun-Off 

 Homeless 

 Mobile Loaves & Fishes 

 Landscaping 

 Trees 

 Shade 

 Flowers 

 Green space 

 Lighting 

 Library 

 Lunch breaks 

 No Answer 

 Peaceful place 

 Relaxation 

 Oasis 

  



 Lessons Learned | 21 

 

  

 

 Picnics 

 Picnic benches 

 Playtime 

 Playscape 

 Rolling down hills 

 Political/History 

 Rallies 

 Campaigns 

 Explanation of park’s history 

 Public Amenities 

 Benches/seating 

 Car parking 

 Bicycle parking 

 Public restrooms 

 Safety/Clean 

 Vendors 

 Water feature 

 Fountains 

 Splash pad 

 Pool 

 Pond 

  

PoolL
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See Appendix G for full responses to Survey Questions 1 and 2.
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B. Wooldridge Square Reopening Event Information  
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Wooldridge Square Reopening Celebration invitation postcard 
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C. Wooldridge Idea Calendar  
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WOOLDRIDGE SQUARE PARK  2013-2014 IDEA CALENDAR    (as of 8/27/13 )

Needs sponsorship: 

 Austin Symphony Big Band Fall Concert Series (Sept. 14, Oct 26, Nov. 16) 

 Children’s Literary Series (Saturday mornings at Wooldridge) 

 Friday noon/picnic Music Series:  11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

 Movies at Wooldridge 

 Every Saturday, Sept. 21-Dec.21, 8:00 – 9:30 a.m. Free 

 Tai Chi Ch’uan led by Jingyu Gu, Tai Chi and Chi Jung Meditation Center. 

 www.taichiimmortal.com 

 Tango Milonga – to promote the Day of Tango Festival (Dec. 6-8, 2013); an opportunity to share this 

cultural event with the broader Austin community. Juan Carlos Suarez, President, Academy of Tango, 

Texas. 

 www.academyoftangotexas.org 

 The Contemporary Austin –  

 Tues, Oct. 29th, 10am-4pm (Rain date: Nov. 1st) 

 Kurt Mueller’s American Dream takes the format of karaoke and invites the public to deliver one of Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr.’s most iconic speeches. Consider the power of words and the role of leadership 

by participating in this public installation, and then make your political voice heard during early voting 

at the adjacent courthouse. 

 Texas Nature Challenge - Coordinated with PARD’s Margaret Russell who oversees this statewide 

project for Central Texas. Need organizer for Wooldridge 

SEPTEMBER 

 SEPTEMBER 13-14, 2013 Reopening Events 
 September 16  Diez y Seis 
 September 20  PARKing Day 
 September 22  Austin Museum Day  
 HAMM Music Day 

OCTOBER 
 Austin Film Festival   
 Texas Book Festival 
 Via la Vida Festival (Mexic-Arte) 
 Octoberfest (German-Texas Heritage Society) 

NOVEMBER 
 November 1 – Arbor Day 
 AIA Homes Tour  
 Election Day 
 Wooldridge Square Giant Chess Tournament (Gary Gaiffe/Chris Riley) 
 EAST 

http://www.taichiimmortal.com/
http://www.academyoftangotexas.org/
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DECEMBER 
 Holiday Stroll 
 Christmas/Hanukkah/Kwanzaa 

JANUARY  
 MLK Day of Community Service 

FEBRUARY 
 Restaurant Week 

MARCH 
 It’s My Park Day 
 SXSW 
 St. Patrick’s Day 
 Easter (or April) – Egg Hunt 

APRIL 
 Fusebox 
 Art City Austin 
 Moontower Comedy Festival 
 Global Youth Services Day 
 Earth Day 
 WEST Austin Studio Tours (late April/early May) 

MAY 
 Election day 
 Bike To Work Week 
 Cinco de Mayo (Travis County) 
 RISE Austin 

JUNE 
 June 18, 1909 Wooldridge Square Birthday 
 Juneteenth (Travis County) 
 Father’s Day 

JULY 
 4th of July 
 Bastille Day 

AUGUST 
Fashion Week  

PoolL
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D. Wooldridge Artist/Organizational Outreach List  
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Groups Ann Graham reached out to over the course of the Wooldridge Square project (2013-2014): 

ARTISTS/ARTS ORGANIZATIONS: 

Austin Acoustic Café (David Crabb) 

Austin Chamber Music Society (Michelle Schumann) 

Austin Creative Reuse 

Austin Jazz Network 

Austin Museum of Art (Andrea Mellard) 

Austin Shakespeare (40th Anniversary at Wooldridge 2014) 

Austin Symphony 

Austin Tango Communiccty 

Ballet Austin 

Creative Action (Karen LaShelle) 

Crying Monkeys 

Djembabes (Sherry Gringas) 

Glass Half Full Theater, Trouble Pupper Theater 

Henna Chou, cellist 

Mexic-Arte 

Peace Through Pie (Luanne Stovall) 

Texas Folklife (Cristina Balli) 

Texas Juggling Society (Jim Maxwell) 

Women & Their Work 

Johnny Walker 

 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS: 

APL/Austin History Center 

Austin School of Performing & Visual Arts (Carol Cardenas) 

Travis County 

Central Christian Church 

Khabele School 

ACC (Department of Arts & Humanities; Dean Lyman Grant; dance teacher Darla Johnson) 

Pease Elementary 

AIA 

Tai Chi Community 
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POSSIBLE AWARDS: 

Preservation Texas 

Keep Austin Beautiful – Governor’s Community Achievement Awards 

Keep Texas Beautiful 

 

POSSIBLE GRANTS: 

ACVB – Heritage (Cultural Tourism) 

Texas Commission on the Arts – Touring Roster (presenter) grants  
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E. News Clippings – Summer-Fall 2013 
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F. Selected pages from the Parks and Open Space Master Plan 
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DOWNTOWN PARKS AND OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN

Downtown Austin Plan

P r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  A u s t i n  b y  R O M A  A u s t i n  a n d  H R & A  A d v i s o r s

R e v i s e d  J a n u a r y  1 9 ,  2 0 1 0

Draft
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www.downtownaustin.com/sites/default/files/filepicker/50/ParksandOpenSpaceMasterPlan.pdf
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7 8   D O W N T O W N  A U S T I N  P L A N             
               

2.  Wooldridge Square

Locati on and History:  Wooldridge Square is located in the northwest quadrant of 
the original city plan, southwest of the Capitol Square site.  It is bounded by Tenth 
Street on the north (formerly Mulberry Street), Guadalupe Street on the east, Ninth 
Street on the south (formerly Ash Street) and San Antonio Street on the west.  In the 
Waller Plan, the Square was planned to be fl anked with churches on its south and 
was desti ned to serve as the focal point of Austi n’s fi rst residenti al neighborhood.  
However, for 70 years, the dedicated public square did not become a park, and in 
the early 20th century, it was used as a dump, perhaps because of its depressed 
physical form.   

In 1909, Austi n’s Mayor Wooldridge initi ated and completed the eff ort to transform 
the space into a true park and civic space, including a series of ponds created by 
damming the existi ng brook running through the park.  In the following year, a 
pergola-covered bandstand was dedicated, and the Statesman newspaper remarked 
on the park’s “suitability for public speaking” as well its capacity to “comfortably 
seat between 2,000 and 3,000 people”, noti ng that “in all parts of the park the 
slightest word or faintest note of music could be heard”.11    Upon its completi on, 
Friday evening concerts were held at the bandstand for over 20 years, and the park 
became the preferred forum for politi cal speeches and rallies.  In the 1928 City 
Plan, Wooldridge Park was described as a “neighborhood park” and was considered 
att racti ve and well-kept, a beauty spot and breathing place”.  In 1971, a Texas 
Historical Marker was dedicated at the Park. 

Existi ng Conditi ons and Constraints:  The most remarkable physical characteristi c 
of Wooldridge Square is its depressed topography, forming a steep bowl and an 
amphitheater-like shape.  Mature trees in clusters throughout most of the park 
create a pleasant environment, although the southwest quadrant, which is the 
deepest part of the bowl, is fairly barren with eroded slopes where runoff  is 
funneled to a large area drain.  Today, the historic wooden bandstand/pavilion sti ll 
stands near the center of the depressed area of the park.  It has been repaired 
and somewhat altered through the years, but sti ll maintains its architectural 

integrity.  A lockable storage area has 
been built underneath the bandstand.  
A random mix of furnishings are 
scatt ered throughout the park:  picnic 
tables, benches, a few trash bins.  The 
park’s main users are transient, who 
congregate to meet the Mobile Loaves 
and Fishes van, which serves lunch and 
dinner from San Antonio Street every 
day.  

              11  Harpman, Sowell, Koenig.  Wooldridge Square  
          Site Study.  The University of Texas at Austi n School  
          of Architecture.  2007.

Wooldridge Square has 
a history of being used 
as a gathering space, 
like the dedication of the 
bandstand in 1910.  
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Framing Uses and Acti viti es:  The block to the south 
of Wooldridge Square was obtained from the Texas 
Legislature in 1913 for a public library, which was 
completed in 1933 and served as Austi n’s central library 
unti l 1979.  The building now houses the collecti on of 
the Austi n History Center (AHC), which has become a 
stakeholder and a “Friend of Wooldridge Park”.   The AHC 
has held events in the park and would like to engage it 
more, but the relati ve topography of the two sites makes 
it diffi  cult for acti vity to fl ow between the two areas.  

The Travis County downtown campus, on the other hand, 
is teeming with employees, judges, jurors and all kinds of 
services throughout buildings on the north, east and west sides of the Square.  The 
County sees the park as the heart of their future, revitalized downtown campus, 
and appreciates being identi fi ed with Wooldridge Square.   On the north face of 
the Square, the County’s 1930 Art Deco style Herman Marion Sweatt  Courthouse is 
the architectural gem of their campus, a great civic building which addresses both 
the Square and Guadalupe Street.  The Courthouse was expanded in the 1950s and 
1960s, a jail and an annex were added, and San Antonio Street, between Tenth and 
Eleventh was closed in order to consolidate the complex of buildings and facilitate 
the secure movement of prisoners.  The building was recorded as a Texas Historic 
Landmark in 1993.  In 2001, the high-rise Blackwell-Thurman Criminal Justi ce Center 
was constructed to the west. 

Currently, the County is undergoing a faciliti es assessment and master planning 
process for its complex, with the intenti on of building signifi cant new court faciliti es 
in this vicinity.  Several of their properti es may be redeveloped (e.g., the Holt, 
USB, Ned Granger and Rusk Buildings), however, Capitol View Corridors severely 
limit building heights on the enti re block to the east of Wooldridge Square.    The 
southern half of the block to the east of the park is owned by Bank of America and 
is used as a drive-through banking facility.  It is unlikely that this half of the block will 
redevelop, as the maximum height of buildings on this site ranges from nine to 25 
feet.  

On the half-block to the west of the park, Travis County constructed a fi ve-story 
parking garage for employees.  On the half-block to the south of the parking garage 
is a single-family home that appears to be unoccupied.  This quarter-block site is one 
of the few sites around the park with an opportunity for higher density uses that 
could create a more vibrant and acti ve edge to the park.   

Current Programs and Acti viti es:  Wooldridge Square has some regular acti viti es, 
but the overall programming of the park is lacking.  Currently, programmed acti viti es 
include:  Saturday giant chess, summer concert series, Cinco de Mayo celebrati ons 
and Juneteenth celebrati ons.

The Travis County 
Courthouse faces the 
square and creates 
an opportunity for an 
exchange of activity 
between the park and 
building. 
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Wooldridge Square Existi ng Conditi ons
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Long Term Vision and Recommendati ons:  The newly formed group “Friends of 
Wooldridge Square” is in the process of developing a vision for the park.  Although 
a consensus positi on has not yet been established, some common themes are 
emerging:  the natural character of the park with its rolling topography and its 
mature tree clusters should be maintained; the historic and cultural signifi cance 
of the square should be preserved and highlighted, including the central gazebo; 
and its traditi onal role as a space for smaller-scaled acti viti es, such as “giant chess”, 
theatrical performances, concerts and civic celebrati ons, should be enhanced.  
The usability and accessibility of the park should be improved and redevelopment 
around the square should be promoted to create a stronger populati on of park users 
and stewards.  Long-term investment recommendati ons include the following:

Create a more usable and accessible meadow in the southwest quadrant • 
of the park, through sensiti ve re-grading that would allow for more direct 
pedestrian access to the park from the sidewalk.   The current grade-change 
discourages use of this part of the park.  Re-grading will require careful 
treatment to preserve existi ng trees and to provide for drainage.  For 
example, the constructi on of a bio-fi ltrati on meadow, which would “fi ll” 
the space and provide for a more sustainable method of drainage could be 
considered.   

Create an accessible path through the park, from the southeast to the • 
northwest corner.  As part of the grading improvements of the park, it would 
be possible to create an accessible walkway suitable for mobility-impaired 
people, in compliance with the Americans with Disabiliti es Act (ADA).  A 
path with less than a fi ve percent slope, not requiring handrails, should be 
designed as part of the natural setti  ng of the park and its topography. 

Enhance opportuniti es for the use of the northeast quadrant of the • 
park for informal amphitheater seati ng:  Grading improvements should 
be undertaken to enhance the viability and comfort of the “bowl” for 
performance seati ng.  Considerati on should be given to slope re-grading 
and/or the introducti on of terraced seati ng that could make the venue 
more suitable and comfortable for community-
oriented events.  

Preserve the existi ng bandstand as part of • 
a more viable and accessible stage area.  
The current bandstand is diffi  cult to access, 
dissuading many event organizers from choosing 
Wooldridge Square as a venue.  An expanded 
central stage area should be created, while sti ll 
allowing the bandstand to be an important focal 
point in the park, whether it is located “center 
stage” or in another strategic positi on in the 
park.  

Giant chess is one of the 
few activities that attracts 
people to the park on a 
regular basis.
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Introduce a more acti ve plaza and café on the northwest corner of the • 
park:  The fl att er topography in the vicinity of 10th and San Antonio Streets 
off ers the opportunity to introduce acti viti es that the County Courthouse 
and garage are unable to provide.  It is recommended that this area be 
designed as a small informal plaza and gathering space, preserving the 
existi ng tree canopy, and introducing a small concession or café that can 
acti vate the park.  Such a facility could serve County employees, jurors and 
park visitors, and help provide permanent oversight and “eyes” on the open 
space.

Near Term Investment Recommendati ons:  Recognizing that these long-term 
recommendati ons may take a period of ti me to be funded and implemented, the 
following near-term acti ons are proposed:

Introduce an aff ordable, quick food off ering in the park,•  through mobile 
carts, a food van or semi-permanent kiosk at the northwest corner of the 
park, where there is a fl at space and shade that could provide a place for 
dining on moveable furnishings.

Make moveable tables and chairs available for public use.•   (These could be 
stored under the bandstand.)  

Introduce Great Streets and transit improvements: •  If Capital Metro 
implements improved and more frequent bus service along Guadalupe 
Street as planned, Great Streets improvements should be made in concert 
with bus shelter constructi on.  Special care should be taken to assure that 
the pedestrian circulati on of the park and the public right-of-way does not 
confl ict with that of bus patrons and that the transit area is clearly defi ned 
within the public right-of-way rather than spilling into the park.  (See the 
proposed on street bus transfer stati on on the following page.)

Work with Travis County to construct public restrooms.•   Considerati on 
should be given to constructi ng public restrooms within the footprint of the 

County’s existi ng San Antonio parking garage, as part of a 
larger downtown strategy to provide public restrooms in 
public garages near public parks and major desti nati ons.   
Rather than freestanding structures that consume 
open space area and create management and nuisance 
issues, parking garages could provide the opportunity to 
integrate restrooms at less cost and impact.

Informal amphitheater 
seating would enhance 
Wooldridge Square as 
a gathering place for 
events and performances. 
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Wooldridge Square Improvement Concept
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Develop interpreti ve exhibits that celebrate the history of Wooldridge • 
Square:  Through the AIPP, and with the support of the Austi n History 
Center, Travis County and Capital Metro, a series of photographic 
interpretati ve exhibits should be developed to tell the story of Wooldridge 
Square and the surrounding area.

Take immediate acti on to improve tree health, and provide irrigati on • 
throughout the park.

Possible On-Street Bus Transfer Stati on Layout

Assign bus routes to parti cular 
stops to promote certainty 

and effi  ciency.

Distribute stops along 
the block face to avoid 

crowding.

Maintain unobstructed 
sidewalk zone of at least 

10 feet.
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Re-imagine Wooldridge Square 

1. 1) Please share a favorite event, image, or feature of a public park that brings back rich 

memories. What was it about that experience or park that sparked that feeling?

 
Response 

Count

  178

  answered question 178

  skipped question 14

2. 2) What would you like to see in Wooldridge Square more than anything else? What 

would make you go out of your way and seek out Wooldridge as a place for fun, 

contemplation, repose, delight?

 
Response 

Count

  186

  answered question 186

  skipped question 6
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Q1.  1)  Please share a favorite event, image, or feature of a public park that brings back rich memories. What was
it about that experience or park that sparked that feeling?

1 I kissed my future wife at the Sound Sculpture Garden in Seattle.  Parks are
where you fall in love.

Jun 18, 2013 7:29 PM

2 A concert in the park. Sitting on the lawn listening to music is always a good
thing :-)..

Jun 18, 2013 3:02 PM

3 Just being able to hang out with friends in a safe, beautiful environment. Jun 17, 2013 2:36 PM

4 Seeing people get married there. Seeing performances by mariachis and ballet
folkloricos

Jun 17, 2013 12:57 PM

5 On March 22, 1986 my wife and I were married at Wooldridge Square.  I grew up
in west Austin and have fond memories of the old library and the Square.  The
portico/band stand is a nice reminder of the many events that have taken place
there and hopefully will be preserved for future generations. Robert Wucher

Jun 17, 2013 10:11 AM

6 n/a Jun 17, 2013 8:30 AM

7 HAVING THE BEST PASTRAMI SANDWICH OF MY LIFE FROM THE DELI
THAT USED TO BE OVER BY THE CAPITAL BACK IN 1981.  WATCHING THE
SYMPHONY ON SUNDAYS IN THE PARK. LOVED GOING TO LIBARAY
THEN SITTING AT GAZEBO READING.

Jun 16, 2013 5:12 PM

8 I had all 3 of my swearing-ins as mayor for all 3 terms I served as Mayor of
Austin in the late 70's and early 80's in Wooldrige Square in the gazebo--this
historic beautiful original park square is like the City of Austin--open and
accessible to all--and it was what I promised for  our Austin City government--
that it would be open and accessible to all--before that, swearing-ins were in the
council chambers and by invitation only--we invited all of Austin in the
newspaper--and kids had a wonderful time, and, like my own 4 young sons,
many went home with grass stains on the knees of their pants from sliding down
the grass slopes which were once, from the days of old,  a gravel pit. (I was the
youngest woman mayor of a major city in the United States, and the first woman
mayor of Austin--still the only woman mayor of Austin.) I would be delighted to
share the full "happening",

Jun 16, 2013 2:17 PM

9 I attended a beautiful wedding there.  When my son started middle school and
wasnt enjoying his spanish homework. I took him there to listen to a horns band
play while doing his homework. He was playing the sax at the time.He went on to
complete 4 years of high school spanish.

Jun 16, 2013 1:55 PM

10 The historic photos of the park with huge gatherings, and a wonderful water
feature.  Also attending a performance on the gazebo.

Jun 16, 2013 12:48 PM

11 I have lived in Austin for 45 years, and have many fond memories of Wooldridge.
In the 1980's and early 90's I worked at the Capitol complex, and frequently ate
lunch in Wooldridge Sq. It was lovely, green, and shady.  But my favorite feature
is the old band gazebo, and my very favorite memory is the summers when the
symphony played chamber concerts there on Sunday evenings.

Jun 15, 2013 5:09 PM

12 Activity and openness. Jun 15, 2013 3:24 PM
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Q1.  1)  Please share a favorite event, image, or feature of a public park that brings back rich memories. What was
it about that experience or park that sparked that feeling?

13 I like the chess board. I also saw a film there with many projectors running at
once

Jun 14, 2013 10:16 PM

14 Fireworks and symphony in the park suitable for families, i.e. no booze and no
bums.

Jun 14, 2013 3:56 PM

15 I attended a wedding ceremony in the 1970s.  We had a good crowd sitting and
reclining on the grass.  Prisoners in the jail (top of the Courthouse at the time)
joined in the singing and applause.

Jun 14, 2013 3:25 PM

16 Seeing the Mobile Loaves and Fishes truck pass out food to the homeless
population in downtown with the large trees of the park offering shade.  I always
was struck by the contrast of the park offering a resting place for the
downtrodden of society while the governor's mansion loomed not far away.

Jun 14, 2013 9:34 AM

17 It is a beautiful park! And the location is wonderful right in the middle of the
working district.

Jun 14, 2013 8:25 AM

18 KITE FLYING CONTEST Jun 13, 2013 11:02 PM

19 Symphony in the early, lazy summer evening. Jun 13, 2013 6:57 PM

20 What a gift it is when a park is provided to give people a lovely place to enjoy
music!   My first association with Wooldridge Park came through the free
summer evening concerts performed by various ensembles from the Austin
Symphony.  Wooldridge Park was full of families, the elderly, students, people
who just happened upon the concert, and lots and lots of dancing children.  I
believe people left those concerts with an appreciation for a city that values and
provides these wonderfully simple and yet essential moments.

Jun 13, 2013 6:43 PM

21 A great event in a park such as music, a speech, or other program.  Also,
information about the history such as in Boston's public spaces.  And great
landscaping, usually by a landscaping professional.

Jun 13, 2013 5:48 PM

22 I love to go to Wooldridge for hobo watching. There is always a rich variety of
hobos to observe. Seeing them in their natural habitat is a special treat!

Jun 13, 2013 5:46 PM

23 picnic under the trees - Jun 13, 2013 4:27 PM

24 family picnics Jun 13, 2013 4:05 PM

25 Austin History Center 5X5Y 25 Years of SXSW Fest - Movies at Wooldridge
Square Park

Jun 13, 2013 3:44 PM

26 As a kid ,with date forgotten, I slid down the grass slopes on a piece of
cardboard to Band music...or sat with family and listen political speeches with
the" Light Crust Doughboys" playing periodically. Sometimes "Pappy" W. Lee
O'Daniel  ( or  maybe Molly ) speaking or entertaining.  It was always great fun
and no problems.

Jun 13, 2013 3:12 PM

27 Giant Chess in Wooldridge Park. Jun 13, 2013 3:10 PM

28 the gazebo has always been associated with this park for me - would love to see Jun 13, 2013 2:17 PM
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Q1.  1)  Please share a favorite event, image, or feature of a public park that brings back rich memories. What was
it about that experience or park that sparked that feeling?

some music venue there with hillside picnics - maybe chamber music?

29 My friends were married in Woolridge Square (the bride arrived by horse-drawn
carriage), and another friend hired a band to play for her 35th birthday in the
park. Both were memorable events!

Jun 13, 2013 2:09 PM

30 In a park area on my college campus, a small running man-made stream
connected two larger fountains.  On one evening, a good friend and I took our
shoes, put our feet in the stream, and sat chatted for hours.  Between the
scenery, well-thought landscape lighting, the great people-watching, and the
feeling of cool water on our feet, the atmosphere was something close to perfect,
and we still relish that memory and the good quality time we had there.

Jun 13, 2013 1:34 PM

31 I grew up in Dallas, on a corner across from "Preston Hollow" park, where I
spent my summers swimming in the concrete pool, playing under the concrete
pavilion and on the old and then the new playground equipment, participating in
plays and musicals my mother wrote for the free summer camps held each year.
I also patrolled with my dad the park -- for teenage drinking, port-a-potty "tipping"
and all sorts of mischief (which I took part in my later years!).  Still, the park was
OUR park, and I respected its always-there presence out our kitchen windows.
And, ironically, as Dallas grew, the neighborhood grew "up."  My childhood home
is now gone, razed to make way for a grander home, but the park -- its trees, ball
diamonds, tennis courts, though not the pool -- remains.

Jun 13, 2013 1:29 PM

32 Listening to the Symphony ensembles on Sunday evenings Jun 13, 2013 1:21 PM

33 Water features.  The fountain with a face at each end in the new park in Chicago
along Michigan Ave.

Jun 13, 2013 1:20 PM

34 As a child on the way to check out books at the old Austin Public Library (now
the Austin History Center) I remember rolling down the hills in Wooldridge Park.
At least once, I had a sheet of cardboard to use as a "sled" to slide down a hill.

Jun 13, 2013 1:13 PM

35 One sunny day, while working at my desk on the first floor of the AHC, I looked
out my window to see 4 children joyfully running up the hillside and rolling back
down again!  From across the street, I could feel their giggles and laughter and
see the making of a magical day in the park that would not be forgotten.

Jun 13, 2013 1:11 PM

36 Picnicners enjoying Sunday afternoon band concerts in the Wooldridge Park,
circa 1940s. Also political rallies by candidates running for office.

Jun 13, 2013 12:59 PM

37 I liked listening to music there. Blankets spread out and kids running around
gives it an old-fashioned, democratic feel.

Jun 13, 2013 12:53 PM

38 Playscape, especially swings.. brings back childhood memories. Unfortunately,
Wooldridge Square Park doesn't seem a place for what is usually found in a
neighborhood park (playscape, picnic tables, etc).

Jun 13, 2013 12:45 PM

39 Childhood memories of picnics with my family, rolling down the slopes of lush St.
Augustine grass.

Jun 13, 2013 12:38 PM

40 Shady, safe, family-friendly Jun 13, 2013 11:56 AM
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Q1.  1)  Please share a favorite event, image, or feature of a public park that brings back rich memories. What was
it about that experience or park that sparked that feeling?

41 The energy of golden gate park in SF. Lots of diverse people enjoying the
outdoors together.

Jun 13, 2013 11:32 AM

42 One memory that comes back every time I look into Wooldridge Square (sans
bums) is of a Spring or perhaps Summer evening when a candidate for Governor
was making a speech to a large gathering of people lounging on the green
grass. The candidate was Jimmy Allred, as I recall. On another occasion W. Lee
O'Daniel and Lightcrust Doughboys band, led by Leon, made use of the Square
as a candidate for Governor.

Jun 13, 2013 11:21 AM

43 As a kid, rolling down the slopes of Wooldrige after a visit to the library. Jun 13, 2013 11:05 AM

44 Having movies in the park at night. Jun 13, 2013 10:42 AM

45 Free concerts and plays. Space to roam and sit without interruption. Jun 13, 2013 10:38 AM

46 Central Park in New York City as a girl. What made it a signficant event was that
I was walking around with loved ones and seeing lots of other people enjoying
the park by socializing, picnicing, sunning, listening to music on radios, playing
board games, etc.

Jun 13, 2013 10:37 AM

47 Outdoor jazz concert Jun 13, 2013 10:31 AM

48 Probably just lazing in the shade on the hill by Barton Springs pool.  No special
event, just hanging out there on a nice day.

Jun 13, 2013 10:26 AM

49 The Human Be-In at Golden Gate Park on Jan 1, 1966. Jun 13, 2013 10:08 AM

50 First, I never heard it called Wooldridge Square until the past several years--it
was always called Wooldridge Park.  Until it was renamed for Mr. Wooldridge, I
don't know whether it was called a "square" or a "park." I have no childhood
memories of Wooldridge Park except of political rallies held there.  In the 1940s
& '50s, the primary elections were held in June & runoff elections in July.  Prior
to TV, which came to Austin only in November 1952, candidates had rallies in
Wooldridge Park with the bandstand being used as the speaker's platform.  Few
people had air conditioned homes, so it was just as comfortable to spend an
evening at Wooldridge Park hearing candidates as to stay home.  Those were
very social events when Austin still had a small-town feeling.

Jun 13, 2013 10:08 AM

51 I got married in Wooldridge Park on Oct. 15, 1988. We celebrated after divorce
proceedings at the courthouse at Wooldridge Park in March 1998.

Jun 13, 2013 10:05 AM

52 O'henry pun-off Jun 13, 2013 9:56 AM

53 When the symphony would play their summer concerts there, we would bring our
kids with a picnic to eat and listen to the wonderful music. They were learning
the different instruments  of the symphony music.

Jun 13, 2013 9:53 AM

54 I always enjoyed seeing the giant chess game at the park.   There was a public
art event in the park that I thought was great. There was a gathering in the park
after the 911 terrorist attacks to show solidarity and to help in the healing
process for the city. I have heard others talking about marriages in the park.

Jun 13, 2013 9:45 AM
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Q1.  1)  Please share a favorite event, image, or feature of a public park that brings back rich memories. What was
it about that experience or park that sparked that feeling?

55 Ability to safely roam in a crowd, away from my parents but knowing they are
there, while being able to make the space "mine".  Refreshments.

Jun 13, 2013 9:44 AM

56 When I was a student in the early 70s I used Wooldridge Park as my salon. I
would invite friends for a picnic and to listen to music in the park. I seem to
remember there being a classical music series on Sunday afternoons. I think of
those days every time I drive by Wooldridge and hope that I might be able to
enjoy the park in this way again someday.

Jun 13, 2013 9:36 AM

57 Pease Park as a child: how huge it felt,with endless trees and so much space.
Later as a teen and young adult, walking the trail countless times, loving nature
and shade and a nearby place to walk endlessly..

Jun 13, 2013 9:28 AM

58 When we were children in the early '50s my brother Harry and I would play in the
park during trips to the library (now the History Center) and we would roll on the
lush grass from the top of the park down to the lower areas. Plus we would climb
the trees, which were then more numerous and larger than the ones still there.

Jun 13, 2013 9:20 AM

59 My Brownie troop met there numerous times.  We put on plays and caught
lighting bugs.

Jun 13, 2013 8:56 AM

60 Regular usic at the bandstand Jun 13, 2013 8:52 AM

61 O. Henry Pun Off location. I spent a lovely day at the park listening to the
contestants at the pun-off. It was filled with laughter and sharing with a group of
individuals who were there to have a good time.

Jun 13, 2013 8:49 AM

62 I loved ballet in the park at Zilker this year. I always loved the trees in parks. And
being able to lay out a blanket underneath them to play games or lay in the cool
shade or read while sharing space with my mom.

Jun 13, 2013 8:46 AM

63 My favorite memory, te park across the street from my family home, is not
appropriate for Wooldridge:  it had a slide and swings and a merry-go-round for
families.  And a creek to explore.

Jun 13, 2013 8:43 AM

64 I have lived in Austin since l948, so I have fond memories of going to the Austin
Public Library with my family.  The Park, it seems, was park of that "going to the
Library" experience.  It gave a serene setting to a building that was in downtown
Austin.

Jun 13, 2013 8:41 AM

65 I played there as a child, rolling down the slopes and have heard political
speeches and concerts there as an adult.

Jun 13, 2013 8:34 AM

66 Music -- with a sense of proximity to the performer and community with the
audience (Blues on the Green, etc.)

Jun 13, 2013 8:30 AM

67 THE library (now the history center) was my family's library. We would go to the
library and then go across the street and read books under the beautiful trees.
And then, best of all, we would roll down the sides of the park to the gazebo....
And then we would itch.

Jun 13, 2013 8:26 AM

68 best moments are walking the High Line or Central Park in NYC and the sense
of discovery....but they both offer winding spaces instead of a big open expanse.

Jun 13, 2013 8:22 AM
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Q1.  1)  Please share a favorite event, image, or feature of a public park that brings back rich memories. What was
it about that experience or park that sparked that feeling?

69 It is an iconic space for Austin-----badly tarnished by neglect and abuse by the
transient population.  I've been going there since the early 70's when I was at
UT.  I've stopped going because it has been dirty and unsafe.

Jun 13, 2013 8:21 AM

70 ONe of my best friends got married in Wooldrige Park. Jun 13, 2013 8:17 AM

71 My favorite park event is Shakespeare, especially a the Rock Island.  Vandals
put that event to rest.  The Hillside Theatre is also special.  There are many arts
groups in town -- bands and drama groups that would love to perform in public
area if City of Austin quit charging them $1000 or more in return for 'allowing'
them to pass the hat and pick up a couple of hundred $$ for their hard work
planning and rehearsing before hand.  FYI, my worst memory of public parks is
when City o'Austin decided to make parks a profit center instead of a public
recreation and entertainment center.  City o'Austin has lost their way and
forgotten their mission of the public good.  They have become just another crass
money-grubbing organization that has lost their imagination and sense of
mission.

Jun 13, 2013 8:16 AM

72 Shakespeare in the Park at Zilker. Every summer. Community. Jun 13, 2013 8:13 AM

73 Fourth of July celebration with games and a concert., Everyone in the
neighborhood participated, brought picnics, had fun.

Jun 13, 2013 8:12 AM

74 My first times spent in Woolridge Park was during my early tenure working at
Travis County DA 's Office back in the 60's.   My husband at the time and I would
spend  our lunch hour there.  He worked for the UT COOP.  He would buy lunch
and bring it with him.

Jun 13, 2013 8:09 AM

75 Youth soccer and family picnics.  We were outside, not hemmed in by "over-
prettification" (apologies for the made-up word), and the parks were easy to
access-- no need to drive for miles or make long-term  advance plans.

Jun 13, 2013 7:31 AM

76 Free concerts at Wooldridge Square Park in the 1960s Jun 13, 2013 7:26 AM

77 When I first came to school at UT, the Austin History Center was the public
library for Austin.  I can remember getting my books and going across the street
to the park to read a bit while waiting for my sister to pick me up. There were
others like me there, of all ages.  Also, mothers would bring their children to the
park to play and people would let their dogs scamper about.

Jun 13, 2013 7:24 AM

78 Kids Chess tournament in the park.  Great use of a public space. Jun 13, 2013 7:22 AM

79 I worked for several branches of APL when the building was a library, and went
to the central location on a rotation when I was first in training. It was a joy to be
able to park by that lovely oasis of green in the middle of all those pale gray
buildings.

Jun 13, 2013 7:18 AM

80 Honestly, I have never used this park due to safety fears Jun 13, 2013 7:00 AM

81 This was where I was sworn into as a member of the City Council in May 1977
along with Carole McClellan, Ron Mullen, Richard Goodman, Jimmy Snell, Betty
Himmelblau and John Trevino.  Lee Cooke

Jun 13, 2013 7:00 AM
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Q1.  1)  Please share a favorite event, image, or feature of a public park that brings back rich memories. What was
it about that experience or park that sparked that feeling?

82 Public announcements, musical events Jun 13, 2013 6:55 AM

83 Girl Scout meetings in a park.  Trees. Shade. Jun 13, 2013 6:34 AM

84 In the 80's I went to a concert there, sat on the grass and had a picnic. Jun 13, 2013 6:11 AM

85 Concerts in the park Jun 13, 2013 6:10 AM

86 Catching the Homeless trying to break into my car.  They were there thanks to
the Mobile Loaves and Fishes van that comes there like clockwork.

Jun 12, 2013 11:06 PM

87 Invite Austin Civic Wind Ensemble to give a concert for the public. They play for
Pflugerville Pfireworks and often at Westminister

Jun 12, 2013 1:05 PM

88 I love Wooldridge Park in it's simplicity and want it to remain as it looks now.
Just take down the fencing right away.  Why is it still up?  This is our park and
we need to have access to it.  I have enjoyed the Cinco de Mayo events there,
especially.  I like that people can go and sit there to enjoy the green space.

Jun 12, 2013 10:38 AM

89 Picnics, tree-plantings. Jun 12, 2013 10:30 AM

90 When the Play Me I'm Yours pianos were all over town there was a pink one at
the pavilion. It was somebody's idea to hold a pink piano party there, and people
dressed up, brought pink drinks, played lawn games, played the piano and
generally had a fun goofy time.
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ranadelmaya/6444901933/

Jun 12, 2013 10:14 AM

91 In Pioneer Square in Portland, the live music at noon during the summers on
Thursdays was an amazing fun opportunity for everyone to grab lunch at a food
truck and sit on the steps while listening to performances. This would fit great in
Austin. http://www.thesquarepdx.org/calendar_july2012.htm  Also, Montreal's
weekly summer event Piknic Electronik may be one of the best activities I have
ever seen planned for a public space: http://www.piknicelectronik.com/en/

Jun 12, 2013 9:56 AM

92 They used to have Easter-egg hunts in the park, and I remember those fondly.
Mainly I just remember it as a place where we (the kids) could just run around
and invent imaginary scenarios.  Even in the 1950's, I don't think the bandstand
was used for anything on a regular basis.

Jun 12, 2013 9:03 AM

93 My mother, born in 1910, grew up on Nueces Street in Austin.  All my life she
told me about the music events in Wooldridge Square Park.  As she was growing
up, families would gather at the park, the children would play and roll down the
steep sides as the adults listened to the music.

Jun 12, 2013 8:58 AM

94 Picnic-many times Jun 12, 2013 12:04 AM

95 Have only lived here 3 years.  No memories. Live downtown and love it, but we
do need more great parks for people to relax and enjoy some nature.

Jun 11, 2013 8:55 PM

96 Many weddings in the park.  Remember one where a red carpet was rolled down
the hill on the east side for the bride and the wedding party.

Jun 11, 2013 5:08 PM

97 I've always really liked seeing weddings conducted at the gazebo. Also, hearing Jun 11, 2013 4:32 PM
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Q1.  1)  Please share a favorite event, image, or feature of a public park that brings back rich memories. What was
it about that experience or park that sparked that feeling?

live music with the musicians on the gazebo.

98 Aqua Fest when Willie Nelson played. It was a magial moment in time Jun 11, 2013 3:48 PM

99 Picnic lunch in the shade with the smell of blooming honey suckle in the air and
views of young families enjoying lawn games. A family reunion or large gathering
with lots of food to share, stories to tell, and new family/friends to meet and
conversations to enjoy. All above occcurring in a very clean and safe
environment. Free of litter and homeless. Water feature for viewing and listening
pleasure.

Jun 11, 2013 3:43 PM

100 Riding a merry-go-round; drinking beer at night. Jun 11, 2013 2:28 PM

101 Millenium Park in Chicago - seeing all the people enjoying the park and
especially the water feature. Families, tourists, and couples all spending time  in
the park - walking, reading, playing, roller skating, riding bikes, eating (some
bringing a picnic others purchasing food from vendors) and engaging with others
through conversation, kids playing, and just watching. Truly placemaking at its
best.

Jun 11, 2013 1:26 PM

102 Political events and campaign kickoff speeches by prominent state and local
candidates beginning in my childhood and continuing over many years. It is
Austin's public square.

Jun 11, 2013 12:42 PM

103 We went there after a wedding and enjoyed the courtyard to take some pictures.
I really enjoyed the square and the pictures for the most part came out beutiful.

Jun 11, 2013 12:25 PM

104 Decades ago the gazebo was a great place to take a book one had just checked
out from the library.  It was a comfortable, safe place to relax.

Jun 11, 2013 12:07 PM

105 The Music in the Park was a family event.  Since, it has been moved to
Auditorium Shores.   Great loss to my family.

Jun 11, 2013 11:29 AM

106 Keep the bandstand and the grass. Please water it.Beautiful grass until the city
stopped watering it.

Jun 11, 2013 11:20 AM

107 The Jazz fest that used to be in Pease was fun but too hot. Jun 11, 2013 11:05 AM

108 a band playing, snow cones, lots of fun! Jun 11, 2013 10:37 AM

109 We used to enjoy listening to the Sunday night free symphony. Jun 11, 2013 10:24 AM

110 The only experience I've had with this park is related to the homeless people
who frequent it. Those memories are just sad.

Jun 11, 2013 9:47 AM

111 healthy trees, safety Jun 11, 2013 9:44 AM

112 music, food vendors, gardens Jun 11, 2013 9:43 AM

113 My favorite memory of Wooldridge is after 9/11 and the memorial that took place
on the grounds and watching the sea of diverse people coming in the park from
all sides because of it's open accessibility.

Jun 11, 2013 9:07 AM
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Q1.  1)  Please share a favorite event, image, or feature of a public park that brings back rich memories. What was
it about that experience or park that sparked that feeling?

114 Cinco de Mayo and Juneteenth celebrations at Woolridge Park.  I love seeing a
diverse population using and enjoying this historic park.

Jun 11, 2013 8:58 AM

115 Orchestra music events in the evenings. Jun 11, 2013 8:47 AM

116 It's nice to walk down the street and see a park in the middle of the city. Jun 11, 2013 8:27 AM

117 As a child, my grandmother would take the grandkids down to the park and we'd
roll down the hills toward the gazebo. Great memory!

Jun 11, 2013 8:18 AM

118 Wedding Farmer's market Jun 11, 2013 8:18 AM

119 Petting the homeless peoples dogs. Jun 11, 2013 8:10 AM

120 I remember going to this park after a school field trip, it was so nice due to the
large trees, the rolling grassy hills and we had fun playing on the bandstand.

Jun 11, 2013 12:12 AM

121 I have no pleasant memories of this park.   I've been living and working in
downtown since 1997.   It's an uninviting bowl, especially when there are drug
addicts, foul smelling vagrants, and social deviants who hang out there.

Jun 10, 2013 10:33 PM

122 Sharing lunch with my wife...too many times to count. Jun 10, 2013 9:34 PM

123 I like weddings in the park. Jun 10, 2013 7:41 PM

124 A path around the park for strolling, a water feature. Jun 10, 2013 6:50 PM

125 Live Music Bands and Music during lunch or even late hours. Also the history of
the park including famous political speeches.

Jun 10, 2013 5:45 PM

126 Live entertainment and vendors in Central Park. I used to love grabbing a hot
pretzel from a vendor in central park and then listening to live music from a park
bench. It was relaxing and made me feel connected with the city.

Jun 10, 2013 3:34 PM

127 Being married in the heart of Austin on a warm afternoon in  September 1985 in
the Gazebo. I was still fairly new to Austin while my husband was born there. It
turned out to be the perfect place to exchange our vows in front of the Justice of
the Peace, Mike Renfro.

Jun 10, 2013 2:18 PM

128 A lot of my best memories of parks are events held there.  It think the
programming is important to keep the park lively.

Jun 10, 2013 1:22 PM

129 a swimming pool, picnic tables, BBQ pits, lots of people with lots of food, caring
and sharing for and with one another.

Jun 10, 2013 12:01 PM

130 My favorite event in Woolridge Square took place not as a public function, but
friendly and musical encounter. I had met a musician from England who was
temporarily working in Austin and I discovered that is musical tastes were similar
to mine. We sat on bench under a beautiful shade tree on a hot summer
afternoon and swapped folk songs together. I like to think, in addition to the more
public events, that this cordial meeting between two like-minded musicians
normally separated by a large pond, is just the type of encounter parks like
Wooldridge Square are waiting to welcome with the open arms of cool autumn

Jun 10, 2013 10:28 AM
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Q1.  1)  Please share a favorite event, image, or feature of a public park that brings back rich memories. What was
it about that experience or park that sparked that feeling?

breezes, tall oaks and lush greenery. It is the opportunity for the natural growth
of multicultural meetings, friendship and education. It the opportunity to hear
multiple points of view in an peaceful environment that discourages conflict and
encourages contemplation. The chance to look for, find and build on the
common ground of creation.

131 I like the community events the county hosts (Juneteenth, Cinco de Mayo) in
Wooldridge Square - good for employees and good for the community to be able
to drop by and enjoy the food, entertainment and fellowship.

Jun 10, 2013 9:59 AM

132 I miss music in the park during lunch hours before transients took it over. Jun 10, 2013 7:43 AM

133 I attended a wedding in the park about 10 years ago and it was a beautiful
outdoor venue at that time.  The park was beautiful and clean.

Jun 7, 2013 12:31 PM

134 Don't really have any experiences to speak of.  Over the past 10 years have only
really seen the park used as a sleeping grounds for the homeless.

Jun 7, 2013 9:07 AM

135 When my daughter was little, her friend had a ballet birthday in Wooldridge Park.
A Ballet Austin ballerina came and danced in the gazebo!

Jun 7, 2013 9:00 AM

136 I love having a picnic in the park - it's wonderful as a downtown resident to have
a clean, safe, verdant, quiet spot to enjoy some lovely shade and listen to the
birds singing while enjoying an al fresco meal on the grass.

Jun 7, 2013 8:56 AM

137 Always like the County's events that are held there.  Pleasant spot. Jun 7, 2013 8:25 AM

138 The shade from the beautiful trees.  Many trees are cut down for expansion but
to see trees downtown Austin is a joy for many working downtown. To be able to
get away from the office and walk to the park is something we should'nt take for
granted.

Jun 7, 2013 8:16 AM

139 Fourth of July picnics, concerts, and fireworks. People of all ages getting
together socially, good food and conversation.

Jun 6, 2013 10:10 PM

140 N/A Jun 6, 2013 4:07 PM

141 homeless population sleeping in the gazebo Jun 6, 2013 3:31 PM

142 Having lived in Austin since 1967 and downtown since 2004, I have enjoyed
walking by and through the park.  It is a wonderful place of beauty, peace, and
quiet in the middle of a bustling downtown.

Jun 6, 2013 2:39 PM

143 LIVE MUSIC ON THE GREEN.  REMINDS ME OF SUMMER PASSIONS AND
FIRST LOVES

Jun 6, 2013 2:19 PM

144 The gazebo reminds me of growing up in Houston and going to the International
Festivals downtown, where we would always visit the historic homes area and
park (with gazebo) near City Hall/Buffalo Bayou.

Jun 6, 2013 1:45 PM

145 Back in the early 80's, this areas was nice. but with all the recent growth it has
declined.

Jun 6, 2013 1:24 PM
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Q1.  1)  Please share a favorite event, image, or feature of a public park that brings back rich memories. What was
it about that experience or park that sparked that feeling?

146 Austin Symphony concerts were so much cozier and better at Wooldridge than
at the Long Center where you have to sit unnaturally and crane your neck
upwards to see the band.  Also, street parking was much better at Wooldridge.

Jun 6, 2013 12:44 PM

147 Just seeing it when I came out of the library. Jun 6, 2013 11:36 AM

148 nice biking by on way to school but nothing really set it apart. Looking forward to
seeing what becomes of it.

Jun 6, 2013 11:29 AM

149 My favorite memories of public parks always include family outings and cook-
outs.  Bar-b-que grills, playground equipment for the kids, relaxing good times.

Jun 6, 2013 11:14 AM

150 Rolling down the hill as a child!  Was there an annual Easter egg hunt held in
Wooldridge Park in the 1960s?  I think I remember being dressed up and rolling
down the hill (as an adult I think "no! no! grass stains!" but as a child I had no
such concerns.)

Jun 6, 2013 11:12 AM

151 I love coming here to listen to members of the symphony play.  The grassy area
is perfect for laying out a blanket and enjoying an evening together.

Jun 6, 2013 11:11 AM

152 When the O. Henry Pun-off was held there. Jun 6, 2013 11:10 AM

153 A sprinkler pad playdate at Pease Park, with kids, barbecue, cake, etc. lots of
fun.

Jun 6, 2013 10:51 AM

154 Shade and splash pad Jun 6, 2013 9:22 AM

155 I love going to parks that have interactive events like chess games, horseshoes
and plays/performances. These things spark "park unity" for me.

Jun 5, 2013 9:24 PM

156 I got married there. Jun 5, 2013 6:57 PM

157 I have been on the platform when people announced their political campaigns for
office.  It was very festive and positive.

Jun 5, 2013 3:08 PM

158 We used to go to the Austin Public Library (now the Austin History Center)
across the street and then play in the park and spend hours rolling down the hill
in the Park.

Jun 5, 2013 2:44 PM

159 When I first visited Austin in 1998 (which was several months before I moved
here) I went to this park. It was near downtown, and I was still unsure of where I
was going or what I was doing. The park was quiet and green. It provided a
welcome space to rest for a moment, before taking in the vibrant downtown
scene.

Jun 5, 2013 2:40 PM

160 I have always loved that Wooldridge Park has been a very Olmstead-like,
romantic park. It is our quiet park. And in the middle of downtown, quiet parks
are more needed than ever. That is not to say that there can't be more staid or
focused things happen there: chess is great and wouldn't it be nice to have a
political rally there like in the olden days.

Jun 5, 2013 2:36 PM

161 I enjoy parks with creative lighting, in the trees, small strings of lights at the
bandstand (as an option for events), and adequate lighting for safety the rest of

Jun 5, 2013 2:35 PM
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Q1.  1)  Please share a favorite event, image, or feature of a public park that brings back rich memories. What was
it about that experience or park that sparked that feeling?

the time.  Public parks that have the sound of running water are always nice.
Close proximity to coffee or food for breakfast or lunch in the park is also very
nice.  The area does not have adequate restaurants.  The chess game has
always been fun to watch at Wooldridge. For a special event, you might consider
the women's drumming circle, a classical concert, or a dance performance.

162 I remember being on a Jury for about a week and having my lunches in the park.
It was a contentious child custody dispute so the park served as a nice
distraction in the middle of the day where I could forget about the drama of the
courtroom.

Jun 5, 2013 2:31 PM

163 As a tourist once in NYC, I came across a small public park after walking all day
throughout the city.  I was tired and was so happy to see a patch of green to
stretch out on and relax.  A quartet was setting up and the sun was setting, I
spent the rest of that evening listening to music, watching families emerge out of
buildings and subways into this little green place, and I enjoyed seeing the
skyline from a completely different view.  It's probably the one thing I remember
of that day, this place of respite and relaxation after a long day of trying to do
and see too much.

Jun 5, 2013 2:13 PM

164 A friend of mine got married in the old gazebo. Jun 5, 2013 1:43 PM

165 I have no memories of enjoying the park. Since I was a child the park has been
squatted by homeless and criminals. It would be nice to reclaim the park for the
working community and the neighborhood. Really the only way of doing this
politically correct is to schedule events for downtown residents and workers to
actually visit and use the park. It would be nice if APD enforced sit / lie ordinance
for the homeless, but I guess they can't be discriminatory. So, what's the best
way to get residents and downtown workers to use the park? Make it appealing
with events such as music and theater performances, encourage Pease
Elementary, Khabele School, and ACC to utilize the park for different events.
Encourage and plan workout programs (yoga, cross fit, etc) to meet and use the
park. Encourage downtown dog owners to bring there dog there. Possibly attract
one or two food trucks during the week that can sell food for people to enjoy on
picnic benches, the grassy lawn, or the pavilion. Mobile Loaves and Fishes has
got to go which will help the homeless issue, but really the only way to reclaim
the park for the hard working residents and people of downtown is to provide
them with an attractive reason to use the park. Food, tranquility, peaceful
relaxation, and scheduled events.

Jun 5, 2013 10:14 AM

166 I have made a point of not visiting that park because it never feels safe, even in
the middle of the day.

Jun 5, 2013 9:24 AM

167 I think that "surprise" yard art is fun to see. Something subtle that one has to do
a little exploring to find.

Jun 5, 2013 8:19 AM

168 I have pretty much no memories other than homeless people taking it over Jun 4, 2013 3:48 PM

169 cleanliness, flowers Jun 4, 2013 1:21 PM

170 Listening to a symphony concert while having a picnic with my sister and her
family.  They had just moved to Austin from Houston and I had lived here for

Jun 4, 2013 9:12 AM
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Q1.  1)  Please share a favorite event, image, or feature of a public park that brings back rich memories. What was
it about that experience or park that sparked that feeling?

over 20 years and never taken in the opportunity.

171 Widespread usage by the general population - not just the homeless. Jun 4, 2013 7:35 AM

172 The mall at Central Park, people watching and listening to the musicians, sitting
under the nice, tall trees.

Jun 4, 2013 7:06 AM

173 blue on the green and other activities Jun 4, 2013 6:02 AM

174 There have been a lot of events over the years but the only one I can remember
participating in was a pro-choice get out the vote rally when Ann Richards was
running for Governor.  There was a rally and then early voting at the Courthouse.

Jun 3, 2013 11:45 PM

175 I think about potlucks my friends and I have had at Open Room Austin, the
sculptural picnic table by the Seaholm Plant. It's good day or night, and people
we don't know have wandered up to see what we were doing. I also think about
Minor Mishap Marching Band parades. Both of these events bring strangers
together in a very natural, unscripted way - it would be great to feel this
openness with other people at this event. I'd put Minor Mishap and artists
Johnny Walker, Bridget Quinn and Ann Armstrong on your all-star team for this
one. Visiting artist Ant Hampton did a 3-day workshop during the Fusebox
Festival about creating site-specific interactive art things... I know Kathy Catmull
(who sometimes writes for the Chronicle) attended. Maybe the people who
attended that workshop could put the ideas they learned into practice for
Wooldridge Square. It would be cool to have some kind of artistic theme that
connects to the historic political significance of the park.

Jun 3, 2013 10:41 PM

176 Laying on grass feeding ducks and squirrels... Peace in nature, lush green lawns Jun 3, 2013 9:07 PM

177 I love interactive elements in a park, for adults as well as children.  Something to
do, share and watch.

Jun 3, 2013 5:54 PM

178 Testing blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting
blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting
blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting
blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting
blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting
blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting
blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting
blahTesting blahTesting blah

Jun 3, 2013 10:39 AM
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Q2.  2) What would you like to see in Wooldridge Square more than anything else?  What would make you go out
of your way and seek out Wooldridge as a place for fun, contemplation, repose, delight?

1 Variety of activities, such as concerts in the park, movies in the park,
programmed classes like T'ai Chi.

Jun 18, 2013 7:29 PM

2 Years ago, they would have concerts in this park. In particular jazz concerts. I
miss that. Lunch time concerts would be great. Maybe in the fall instead of
summer.

Jun 18, 2013 3:02 PM

3 It's really what I'd like to see around it - more robust, pedestrian-friendly types of
businesses.  Without them, Wooldridge will have a hard time holding together.

Jun 17, 2013 2:36 PM

4 I would be attracted to a place with picnic areas, beautiful landscaping, a
fountain, a zen garden and an absence of the smell of urine and human
exrements.  I would like a place where I could close my eyes and feel safe.

Jun 17, 2013 12:57 PM

5 Keep it as simple as possible, the natural landscape makes for a great place to
relax.  I'd only ask that the fire ants be kept at bay.

Jun 17, 2013 10:11 AM

6 I think it would be cool to see seating built into the hillside, and have it be a place
for performances or other activities.   Also, I would LOVE for downtown Austin in
general to have public restroom facilities, and it seems like there would be an
opportunity here.

Jun 17, 2013 8:30 AM

7 THE SAME AS BEFORE ESPECIALLY THE CHAMBER MUSIC SYMPHONY. Jun 16, 2013 5:12 PM

8 This incredible asset not only belongs to all Austinites, as the capital city, it
belongs to all Texans---and we must  keep it as a place for all ages; political
stump speaking like I used to watch as a kid on my Dad's shoulders; band and
music concerts and poetry and performance in the gazebo--free and open to all;
and open space for small and large informal people gatherings and conversation
on a daily basis, with the view of the Capitol--and a well-maintained and secure
park square representing government in the sunshine at its best!

Jun 16, 2013 2:17 PM

9 food offerings, more recurring events,comfortable seating in the shade, water
feature, more people, dog races!

Jun 16, 2013 12:48 PM

10 I very much would like to see a return of concerts (classical, jazz, big band, or
show tunes) in the band stand.  What I DO NOT want is for the park to again be
a place for distribution of meals to the homeless - unfortunately, that seems to
inevitably result in the demise of the park.

Jun 15, 2013 5:09 PM

11 Music and parking.   I also hope that plans are in operation to keep the park
accessible to the community without unwanted distraction.

Jun 15, 2013 3:24 PM

12 Clean park. Please try to get delivery of food for homeless to a more appropriate
location.

Jun 15, 2013 11:53 AM

13 More art and music under the bandstand Jun 14, 2013 10:16 PM

14 No bums.  Music concerts, kinda like the symphony in the park, but cooler, e.g. a
quartet or small symphonic band playing (non amplified) popular music (with no
vocals) in the park every (one weeknight), Friday and Saturday nights such as
(hitting each recent era) Sinatra (1940s), Elvis (1950s), Simon and
Garfunkel(folk)/Beatles(rock) (1960s), Carly Simon (pop)/Pink

Jun 14, 2013 3:56 PM
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Q2.  2) What would you like to see in Wooldridge Square more than anything else?  What would make you go out
of your way and seek out Wooldridge as a place for fun, contemplation, repose, delight?

Floyd(rock)(1970s), Hall and Oates (pop)/U2(rock), etc.

15 It should be tobacco-free, as the neighboring Courthouse campus.  If smoking is
allowed, persons who cannot smoke on Travis County property will go to the
park.  The result would be heavy concentration of smoke and debris.  There is
no safe level of second-hand smoke. Distributing food and clothing to homeless
persons should be done no closer than two blocks from the park. (The block on
Colorado between 10th and 11th is now pedestrian only and would be a safe
place.)  A lot of homeless people living in the park reduces its availability for
others.  Homeless people should be welcomed for visits, like anyone else.

Jun 14, 2013 3:25 PM

16 I would like to see the park continue to serve as a resting place for the homeless
community with organizations like Mobile Loaves and Fishes offering food
underneath the trees.

Jun 14, 2013 9:34 AM

17 I would like to stop feeling scared walking by the park because of all the
homeless people sleeping there.

Jun 14, 2013 8:25 AM

18 MUSIC THAT IS  NOT OVERAMPLIFIED Jun 13, 2013 11:02 PM

19 Lots of swings, benches, shade. Jun 13, 2013 6:57 PM

20 I don't know if it's feasible with our current drought, but some kind of water
feature would be a lovely addition to the park.  I know my children have always
enjoyed playing around, leaping over, splashing through, or poking at anything
with water.  I love the sound of water flowing, and even if you're just looking at it,
it gives some relief from our summer heat.

Jun 13, 2013 6:43 PM

21 Woolridge Park should educate users about the history of the park as it is such a
historic park in Austin, serving as the town center for political campaigns.  A
sculpture of its namesae, Governor Pease,  or a frequent speaker at the park,
such as Pappy O'Daniel would be a great addition.  And a weather-proof outdoor
kiosk for the Austin History Center Association's "Austin Past and Present would
be a great experience for park users.  Partner with the Austin History Center
Association for the kiosk and partner with CAST for the sculpture.

Jun 13, 2013 5:48 PM

22 Installation art. Jun 13, 2013 5:46 PM

23 shade trees, public entertainment events Jun 13, 2013 4:27 PM

24 pretty lighting in the trees, a beautiful water feature for children, beautiful beds
with flowers, and park benches for everyone to sit and share the beauty

Jun 13, 2013 4:05 PM

25 If we could relocate the vagrants and homeless people. Jun 13, 2013 3:44 PM

26 To see events that families and children would safely enjoy...such as regular
Band playing events...also possible sing songs...weather suitable for kids to slide
down the grass on a piece of cardboard.   Sometimes speeches in weather
suitable for sitting and listening..usually Fall to early Spring. I would hate to see it
become a gathering pad or bedroom for the homeless or vagrants...for these
there should be a better place for their rest and care.

Jun 13, 2013 3:12 PM

27 More chess! Jun 13, 2013 3:10 PM
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Q2.  2) What would you like to see in Wooldridge Square more than anything else?  What would make you go out
of your way and seek out Wooldridge as a place for fun, contemplation, repose, delight?

28 anything will be very difficult with the parking situation in downtown - open up
government parking areas in the evenings and not charge admission - some
type of fountain would be great

Jun 13, 2013 2:17 PM

29 The return of the O.Henry pun-off (Woolridge Square has hosted the event in the
past); acoustic concerts (ragtime, barbershop quartet, orchestra, string quartet);
History Center exhibit-related picnics (in cooler weather); dog and cat shows;
historical re-enactments; history talks (Austin servant girl annihilator story?
famous residents of Oakwood cemetery?); political debates (city council?);
pumpkin carving. Hard to do with Austin being so large now, and many events
draw too large a crowd.

Jun 13, 2013 2:09 PM

30 Some sort of public art, sculpture, fountain, or structure that allows individuals to
interact with it.  Not just a piece of art that sits there and looks pretty, but instead,
something that invites people to come and engage.  The Cloud Gate sculpture
and Crown Fountain in Chicago's Millennium Park are perfect examples.
Because of a great design and those interactive features, the park has become a
must-visit aspect of Chicago.  I think something similar would thrive in Austin.

Jun 13, 2013 1:34 PM

31 Many bike racks, and maybe a fountain, with shaded space for reading on a
blanket.

Jun 13, 2013 1:29 PM

32 Music eventsand or exhibits that lend themselves to the outdoors Jun 13, 2013 1:21 PM

33 color- flowers, etc.  Not easy in Austin's climate, so maybe artistic metal flowers!
Or colorful ground cover.

Jun 13, 2013 1:20 PM

34 Flowers in bloom. Roses might require too much water - weren't there roses
there once before?  Perhaps the native rock rose or other native, drought hardy
blooming plants could be added to the landscape.

Jun 13, 2013 1:13 PM

35 Adult & children's events, such as learning about Heritage Trees & how to
protect Austin's trees and environment, teaching the importance of trees to our
survival and scenery, tree identification & the care of trees, pet parades, picnics,
live music, and Park Appreciation Festivities!

Jun 13, 2013 1:11 PM

36 Make it family oriented and find another place for transients and homeless to
overnight.

Jun 13, 2013 12:59 PM

37 Not really sure, because .. Wooldridge Square Park doesn't seem a place for
what is usually found in a neighborhood park (playscape, picnic tables, etc).
Even though it's not very big, perhaps a gravel pathway from the four corners,
leading to the gazebo?

Jun 13, 2013 12:45 PM

38 You asked, so I'm answering frankly. I don't imagine Austin has provided any
alternative for the large numbers of homeless people who use Wooldridge Park,
so I expect as soon as the fence comes down, it will go back to being their place
and not mine.  The homeless have to be somewhere, and until a solution is
found, it's their park.

Jun 13, 2013 12:38 PM

39 Outdoor theater with free plays, concerts, etc. where you can bring a blanket and
a picnic basket and sit on the hillside.

Jun 13, 2013 11:56 AM
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40 Shade, nice grass or places to sit, events to attend Jun 13, 2013 11:32 AM

41 Bring in two or three local bands on Spring, Summer and early Fall Sunday
evenings to play for any and all interested families.On 10th Street between the
Square and the Courthouse, allow food vendors to set up and sell bar-b-que, etc.

Jun 13, 2013 11:21 AM

42 Jazz concerts in the bandstand Jun 13, 2013 11:05 AM

43 I think utilizing it as an informal amphitheater for music, performance art, plays,
etc. could be a great use of the natural topography of Wooldridge Square.
Festivals that don't require too many booths could be nice as well. Movies in the
park that are currently at Republic Square could also be another use. I see it as
a flexible open space with soft programming events throughout the year.

Jun 13, 2013 10:48 AM

44 Music concerts and other kind of entertainment, or perhaps some kind of carnival
event, especially if they were family-friendly and free.

Jun 13, 2013 10:42 AM

45 Water the grass.  Keep it from becoming a homeless campground. Concerts.
Not big  names needed, but high school jazz bands, etc.   not keeping with the
historical context, but additional temporary shade for the hottest months.

Jun 13, 2013 10:38 AM

46 I would like to see it as family friendly where people are socialzing, picnicing, etc
with out fear of being harrassed by the disenfranchised and mentally
unbalanced, antisocial/homeless element we have seen in there over the last
few years, First, start by relocating Move Mobile Loaves and Fishes to a place
away from the park! Program musical and other fun events on a regualr basis to
draw people, start a farmers market at that location.

Jun 13, 2013 10:37 AM

47 Music Jun 13, 2013 10:31 AM

48 I would like to see the park function as a park and not as an outdoor homeless
shelter.  Since it has been fenced off the homeless population has moved to
other areas, but I'm sure they will return when the park is re-opened.  I really
can't see myself going to Wooldridge Park unless something is done about the
homeless problem there.  With Loaves and Fishes feeding the homeless there
every day, and then homeless men taking over the park daily, urinating and
defecating on the grounds, and harassing anyone who passes by, it really makes
it unsuitable for use as a park by the average citizen.

Jun 13, 2013 10:26 AM

49 I would like to see the City continue to care for the park properly so that it
remains an OASIS in our concrete jungle. We should not invite parties and music
and crowds, but rather keep it available for quiet, clean, safe contemplation.
Perhaps for a quiet picnic lunch, or to just to sit and read a book or watch the
birds and squirrels - for people passing through, who live or work in the area. IT
SHOULD NOT BE A HOMELESS CAMP OR MECCA!!!

Jun 13, 2013 10:25 AM

50 The most important thing would be to make the Park off-limits to loitering and
inhabiting by homeless people.  Homelessness is a different issue for the city to
solve, but the presence of homeless people in Wooldridge Park is a deterrent to
any other activities in the Park. A playscape and a water feature might bring
young families to the Park.  Picnic tables and a kiosk selling soft drinks, snacks,
etc., would also be people-friendly.  Park benches and nice landscaping would

Jun 13, 2013 10:08 AM
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create a place people living downtown could go just to enjoy being outside.

51 I would just like to be able to see it again period. Jun 13, 2013 10:05 AM

52 A small pond or water feature.   Less homeless park residents Jun 13, 2013 9:56 AM

53 I would love it if we could go there anytime without having to worry about the
homeless hanging out there.

Jun 13, 2013 9:53 AM

54 Maintain the landscape and trees and make sure they are watered and cared for.
It looks beautiful right now!

Jun 13, 2013 9:45 AM

55 It will need to become a gathering place for special events (concerts, movies,
farmers markets, art fairs).

Jun 13, 2013 9:44 AM

56 Music in the bandstand. We loved the percussion concert staged there during
the 'performance art' festival about four years ago.

Jun 13, 2013 9:36 AM

57 First, its very preservation, not only as precious green space but for its history
back to its beginning. Second, and sadly, a solution to homelessness: they need
a place to be and to be fed, but others are simply not going to enjoy being there
at the same time.  Mid-side public events will help: concerts, 4-sided screenings
of movies, special events.  I used to go over there and read library books, which
would be great now, but public safely is an issue so don't and don't think anyone
else is, either.

Jun 13, 2013 9:28 AM

58 A thick, healthy and well-maintained lawn, more numerous, large and well-cared-
for trees.

Jun 13, 2013 9:20 AM

59 Just a well manicured, nicely landscaped public spot that was safe and off limits
to the homeless.

Jun 13, 2013 8:56 AM

60 Music, entertainment, and festivals.  Also, "free parking" is essential....maybe
have the County open their garage at 8th.

Jun 13, 2013 8:52 AM

61 Working water fountain source would be terrific along with fully leafed trees and
beautiful grass.

Jun 13, 2013 8:49 AM

62 Community garden! Jun 13, 2013 8:46 AM

63 Comfortable benches under some of those beautiful live oaks for sitting, resting,
reading (across from the library) and contemplating.

Jun 13, 2013 8:43 AM

64 It needs a beautiful fountain.  It needs flowers, flowers, flowers around the border
of the park.  It needs more covered areas where people can talk.  A society
protecting the park would be nice.  Some signs stating that there will be no illegal
substances and no alcohol  allowed on the premises, and anyone found doing so
will be prosecuted. The presence of gardeners, society members or security
guards might help.  Gardening activities for garden clubs, etc. might be nice.
Signs stating no bedrolls and all pets on a leash would be good.  No
panhandling, roller blading, skateboarding or bicycling on grounds.  Making big
signs stating that this is a PROTECTED area and part of a HISTORICAL area
that is monitored might help.  Finding a bird or an animal that is endangered on

Jun 13, 2013 8:41 AM
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the property might help protect the area.

65 A beautiful park with shade and a place to sit first. Attractions might include
music concerts, plays -Austin Shakespeare in the park, political rallies or picnics,
good food trailer and interpretive signage on the park's history.

Jun 13, 2013 8:34 AM

66 A performance area/stage for youth musicians/actors/debaters, etc. Jun 13, 2013 8:30 AM

67 Maintenance of trees and grass--just a place of beauty and greenery--and for it
to be safe again.

Jun 13, 2013 8:26 AM

68 I think parks should be havens from the bustle of the city so....bubbling fountains,
benches, shade trees, music but not too harsh.

Jun 13, 2013 8:22 AM

69 If they can't figure out a way to keep the homeless people from congregating
there (i.e. STOP delivering food to them there!), the whole project will have been
a colossal waste of money.  I'm often by there on my way to the Courthouse.  I
have parked for years on Guadalupe because I got tired of agressive
panhandlers and being meanced/threatened by the homeless people.  It's been
a disaster.  The only thing that'll get people back to using it is for it to be safe and
clean----both of which require the police to keep people from camping/living
there.  And, that is possible.  We used to have that problem on the Pfluger
Bridge over Town Lake----trash, people camping, etc.-----and the park police
now keep that from going on.

Jun 13, 2013 8:21 AM

70 It is not what's there, it is what's not there, that would bring us back to the park.
Could the city collaborate more effectively with social services programs, public
& private, have a greater presence and provide better services to the homeless?

Jun 13, 2013 8:17 AM

71 A place to park.    PDRD is so intent on filling up downtown with rich people who
want to live in a black and stainless steel 700 sq ft apt. on the 20th floor high rise
surrounded by bars, that the other 995,000 residents don't feel comfortable
coming to downtown.  All retail stores and shopping areas have left downtown.
There is nothing down there but expensive restaurants and bars.  Not where I
am going to bring my grand children for an evening out to watch a play or hear a
concert.  Moreover, there is no way to get there in the evening -- few buses --
and no where to park a car.  Walking five miles from Allandale, carrying a picnic
lunch on a 99 degree day is not much fun.  Schlepping your ice chest back home
at 10pm is even less fun.  Where does PARD think this is going?  What is City
Council and PDRD thinking?  Making Downtown nothing but expensive
restaurants and bars.  This is not a family friendly environment.  This is an
environment for car less drunks.  Something to avoid like the plague.

Jun 13, 2013 8:16 AM

72 Shade. Jun 13, 2013 8:13 AM

73 benches under the trees and no bums. Jun 13, 2013 8:12 AM

74 A Swing.   Reason being I have discovered that while swinging my creative
juices tend to flow.

Jun 13, 2013 8:09 AM

75 In the abstract, music in the bandshell, with considerable advance publicity of a
fixed schedule.  A second would be a scattering of picnic tables, but that's a

Jun 13, 2013 7:31 AM
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distant second.

76 Private family and group events by reservation; left as-is with free public access
the rest of the time.

Jun 13, 2013 7:26 AM

77 I would like to see people in the park again: reading, picnicing, children playing,
dogs chasing about, bands playing in the gazebo.

Jun 13, 2013 7:24 AM

78 Keep the bums out of the park.  They have ruined it for the whole city. Jun 13, 2013 7:22 AM

79 Keep it as green as possible. The gazebo is a treasure! A programmable water
fountain would be a nice addition, without changing the flavor of this lovely oasis
downtown.

Jun 13, 2013 7:18 AM

80 A trash free, safe park. Jun 13, 2013 7:00 AM

81 Casual place to relax in the heart of the city Jun 13, 2013 7:00 AM

82 Music festivals, art exhibits, Farmer's Markets.  Not haven for homeless people. Jun 13, 2013 6:55 AM

83 Places to sit. A fountain. No one sleeping there. Tourist spot. (Other people
around). Music.

Jun 13, 2013 6:34 AM

84 Acoustic music concerts at noon and weekends.   Don't let it be a vagrant
hangout anymore!

Jun 13, 2013 6:11 AM

85 Remove the transients permanently Jun 13, 2013 6:10 AM

86 Get the homeless to stop camping there.  It will never be a nice place until that is
accomplished.

Jun 12, 2013 11:06 PM

87 Somewhere to park Jun 12, 2013 1:05 PM

88 Take the fencing down!  I would be going there now to enjoy it.  Give us our park
back.

Jun 12, 2013 10:38 AM

89 A beer festival like Portland's Jun 12, 2013 10:30 AM

90 Maybe a couple of grills and picnic tables, a small native wildlife habitat garden,
vegetative barriers to drown out traffic noise...

Jun 12, 2013 10:14 AM

91 Food trailer in or around the park, live music, special events, movie screenings Jun 12, 2013 9:56 AM

92 Summer concerts in the bandstand. Jun 12, 2013 9:03 AM

93 Music events ... although I realilze that might not be good for the grass.
Weddings. Paths and benches.

Jun 12, 2013 8:58 AM

94 Shade and trees Jun 12, 2013 12:04 AM

95 Live downtown and want and need more green space for residents, workers,
visitors and area folk who enjoy coming into town.  CRITICAL  -  Homeless are
NOT allowed in the park at any time!!!!!!!!! They have taken over the benches

Jun 11, 2013 8:55 PM
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around the downtown and on the LBL Trail.  The city must have a humane and
long term solution, so that we can have a safe and clean and welcoming
downtown.  Who is working on this huge problem????  Need to fund ample
money for upkeep - flowers, trees, mowing, etc.

96 Music.  Have a variety of bands.  Schedule some in the winter/spring/fall.  (Why
are most music events in Austin during the sweltering summer??)  Food trucks
during concerts, soup, hot chocolate.

Jun 11, 2013 5:08 PM

97 More places to sit, more shaded areas, maybe more picnic tables. It would be a
great place for a picnic.

Jun 11, 2013 4:32 PM

98 Live music in the afternoon. Jun 11, 2013 3:48 PM

99 Shade covered seating, tables for eating, food trailers, live music not amplified,
onsite maintenance and security personnel, native plantings with floral displays
such as wildflowers. Public art with a participatory aspect maybe water play for a
cooling effect. Broad walkways to accommodate various uses. Lawn for picnic,
sunbathing, and resting. Limit skateboards, roller blading, bicycling. Educational
feature, maybe part of the art.

Jun 11, 2013 3:43 PM

100 Live music in the band stand. Jun 11, 2013 2:28 PM

101 Less homeless people More activity - more scheduled
events/activities/programming and more places to sit and enjoy, like tables for
picnics and a water feature to enjoy and watch others enjoying

Jun 11, 2013 1:26 PM

102 Retain and improve the gazebo.  Schedule events on a regular basis of various
kind to attract people. Parks & Rec. should work with the Library and AISD to
arrange Saturday and summer reading events for kids. High School bands and
music groups form all AISD schools should be regularly scheduled. Work with
the City to provide alternative for the homeless who sleep there because there is
no crowd/activity/noise that would make it less inviting.

Jun 11, 2013 12:42 PM

103 A community garden, there really isnt much that could be done with a land lock
square but a community garden would be really wonderful investment for the
community.

Jun 11, 2013 12:25 PM

104 SHOWS, EVENTS Jun 11, 2013 12:16 PM

105 I would like Woolridge to be safe and welcoming.  It's good bird habitat there--
how about some low key water features to draw them in.

Jun 11, 2013 12:07 PM

106 Any free music events:  high school groups, theater groups, any of the music
camps that are in town, general music interest groups, ie: marching bands, folk
music, jazz jams, bluegrass jams, ragtime.

Jun 11, 2013 11:29 AM

107 Get rid of the Mobile Loaves and Fishes. They are just enablers of the homeless
people who congregate in Wooldridge park. I dont me to cruel but I dont like
enablers whether it is drug or food.

Jun 11, 2013 11:20 AM

108 I stopped going there because it had become a flop house for the
disenfranchised.  The fact that the mobile food wagon stops there encouraged

Jun 11, 2013 11:05 AM
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this. They should stop distributing food there and perhaps altogether.  It
encourages people to come here from other cities.   There is no where to sit in
the shade without encountering people who ask you for money or are drunk or
mentally ill.  Not a place for kids. Clean up the weird element and add some
shade.  The more shade the better.  I would go to see music, but not out in the
heat of the day. Why do we provide so much for homeless who come here from
other cities and states?  We should only provide for those homeless we generate
here in Austin and instead of just feeding them in the street, get them on their
own two feet when possible.  And, as always, people who are mentally ill need to
be cared for in an institution not in the street. Unless the bad odors and nutty
people are gone, few people are going to want to go there.

109 Where is it?  Events, music. Jun 11, 2013 10:45 AM

110 I would love to see a variety of interesting/comfy places to sit among gardens of
native plants that attract birds and bees. I would like to check out a book from a
library cart and read until the sun goes down. Oh, and there's a small jazz
combo playing on the gazebo.

Jun 11, 2013 10:24 AM

111 I would like there to be something physical that informs people about the
historical significance of the park - with so many new people moving into Austin,
it would be a cultural service.  I would also like to see a very contemporary
approach to marrying the historical with current art/technology/site furniture
which could draw people in to consistently and actively use the park in every
season.

Jun 11, 2013 9:47 AM

112 healthy heritage trees that are watered properly and are given at least 3/4 of the
critical root zone (a circular area about 30 ft. long from the trunk out) to be of low
use, with few people standing on it and no tents or benches to not compress the
soil, and with at most 3 inches of mulch so that the mulch does not absorb all the
water intended for the tree.  For 6-12 months after soil aeration (that was done to
all heritage trees last September), it is critical to continue to provide ADEQUATE
amounts of water (about 600 gallons per tree every 3 weeks of no rain from June
to September) so that new feeder roots grow to replace the many that were
destroyed by the soil aeration.  Forever after soil aerations, it is important to
reduce the use of the critical root zone to avoid recompacting the soil, or at least
give the tree a break for 3-5 years to let roots grow again in soft soil.  Do not let
any vehicle (trucks, golf carts, bycicles) drive under the canopies of the trees.
This includes riding mowers, so keep the trees mulched so that mowers do not
drive on the root zone.  Check mulch thickness to not exceed 3 inches because
mulch absorbs water and the roots will get much less water with deeper mulch
layers, unless the automatic irrigation is adjusted based on soil moisture 6
inches deep in the soil to compensate for this.  Ask PARD to water these trees
during Summer every 3 weeks of no rain.  For more information email us at
joinAHTF@gmail.com

Jun 11, 2013 9:44 AM

113 shade, flowers Jun 11, 2013 9:43 AM

114 I would love to see more live music in the park. Jun 11, 2013 9:07 AM

115 Music at noon, more weekend events and benches on which to sit and watch the
activities.

Jun 11, 2013 8:58 AM
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116 The park must be kept clean Jun 11, 2013 8:47 AM

117 I would like to see a ban on overnight sleeping.  I used to walk by in the morning
and see people just waking up and already drinking and smoking pot.  Pretty
disgusting to see this in a nice park.

Jun 11, 2013 8:27 AM

118 Hate to say it, but I don't feel safe there with all the homeless folks milling about.
Perhaps, the new irrigation system coming on in the morning will encourage
these folks to move along, like at Republic Square Park.

Jun 11, 2013 8:18 AM

119 Interesting built features like Millennium Park in Chicago - huge splash pad,
amphitheater, etc

Jun 11, 2013 8:18 AM

120 I would rather have a park closer to my home than having to drive to Woolridge
Square. If we are trying to be an eco-friendly, eco-conscious city that has a
public park in every neighborhood why would I want to support Woolridge
Square?

Jun 11, 2013 8:10 AM

121 I would like to see some shade added to the park on the edges with large trees
planted. I would love to have some flowering plantings that brighten up the area.
The park used to be a picnic area during long court trials back when Mr.
Wooldridge donated the space. How about some permanent seating options with
benches added again around the perimeter.

Jun 11, 2013 6:01 AM

122 Keep it clean, and not let the homeless take it over for camps, hang outs etc.   It
would be a great place to have concerts, poetry slams, and such on a cool star lit
evening

Jun 11, 2013 12:12 AM

123 No longer used as a feeding destination for the homeless by various charitable
organizations.  It keeps the people away who contribute to the greatness of the
city and county.

Jun 10, 2013 9:34 PM

124 I'd like to feel safer.  The homeless folks hanging around are totally fine, but the
dogs off leash scare my and my child.

Jun 10, 2013 7:41 PM

125 Musical events Jun 10, 2013 6:50 PM

126 Shade and open-green space. Programming in the pavilion.
Concerts/presentations/something other than giant chess.

Jun 10, 2013 6:25 PM

127 Interactive components. Such as board games, musical instrument (piano),
yoga, MikeDatx@gmail.com

Jun 10, 2013 5:45 PM

128 I wish we had more food cart vendors in and around the park. In addition, I wish
there were music/entertainment performances during lunch hours. There could
even be busking (licensed) in and around the park.

Jun 10, 2013 3:34 PM

129 Please do not tear down the Gazebo whatever you do. I think it would be a nice
location to take a sack lunch. A good sized water feature would be a nice
addition. Quirky seating areas?

Jun 10, 2013 2:18 PM

130 It's not near anything I go to regularly, so I'm not sure.  It would take a specific
event or maybe some interactive feature like a cool art installation or a fun

Jun 10, 2013 1:22 PM
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playground for my kid.

131 nice clean table and benches, under the trees so that you can go outsice and
have your lunch. You can have a nice clean quiet to just sit and relax for 30
minutes.

Jun 10, 2013 12:01 PM

132 In order to go out of my way to enjoy this park, would mean it would have to be a
place I would want to take my children, so a decent playground and splash pads
would be ideal. During the work day, I think I would be more inclined to visit the
park if it had adequate seating/eating areas - I could enjoy the outdoors during
the lunch hour.

Jun 10, 2013 9:59 AM

133 No homeless camping out. Jun 10, 2013 8:18 AM

134 It was a great place to sit on the grass during lunch times to visit with friends or
read until transients took it over.

Jun 10, 2013 7:43 AM

135 A police presence to keep the homeless from camping in the park, ruining the
grass, trashing the park and using it for a restroom.  The homeless that have
taken over the park prior to the renovation made the park someplace I did not
want to go.

Jun 7, 2013 12:31 PM

136 What would make me utilize the park would be for the homeless and EDP
people not to be laid out all across the park with their dogs not on leashes.
Since you cannot control that I will not be using the park.  I'm sure they will enjoy
the new grass you planted to slepp on with city tax dollars.

Jun 7, 2013 9:07 AM

137 Music! Jun 7, 2013 9:00 AM

138 Frankly, more than anything else I would like to see Mobile Loaves and Fishes
be prohibited from using the park as a feeding station. If MLF returns to the park
I will not go there.

Jun 7, 2013 8:56 AM

139 Less homeless people Jun 7, 2013 8:53 AM

140 Please stop the loitering of the homeless folks in the park.  While I have nothing
against those folks, the begging is a difficult thing to deal with.

Jun 7, 2013 8:25 AM

141 some picnic tables and a regulation on loitering.  Maybe even a seperate doggy
area.

Jun 7, 2013 8:16 AM

142 Music! Small orchestra or band ensemble. Music to stroll, congregate, picnic to.
Not so much a "rock concert" type of atmosphere.

Jun 6, 2013 10:10 PM

143 Less homeless people who use the park to sleep at night and then staying there
most of the day as well. Ok for sleeping but not for daytime occupation.

Jun 6, 2013 4:07 PM

144 Comfortable places to sit on the grass.  Benches. Jun 6, 2013 3:48 PM

145 an empty gazebo Jun 6, 2013 3:31 PM

146 Perhaps just a few more, but not too many, benches, etc., for sitting and
enjoying the park.

Jun 6, 2013 2:39 PM
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147 LIVE MUSIC ON THE GREEN.  DRUM CIRCLES AND FEWER SCARY
HOMELESS PEOPLE

Jun 6, 2013 2:19 PM

148 Movie nights in the park would be a fun way to get people to come enjoy it in
those cooler autumn evenings--the hills are great for everyone to have a view.
Outdoor classical music concerts?  Or perhaps a pie social?  Is Austin too big for
that?

Jun 6, 2013 1:45 PM

149 The park has been an area that I have found unsafe due to the large population
of homeless persons making their home there. There is always trash and the
strong smell of urine around the large trees.  I would not bring my children there
unless there was some security or permanent fencing.  Also, the stage appears
to be facing the wrong direction for performances-just an fyi.

Jun 6, 2013 1:24 PM

150 Concerts. Jun 6, 2013 12:44 PM

151 It's a tiny park, so the less you put in it, the better. Keep it as green as possible.
Trees and flowers. Occasional UNAMPLIFIED musical performances. Nothing
that would attract a mob and beat the park to death.

Jun 6, 2013 11:52 AM

152 I would like to see it restored and maintained.  Its original design is just fine and
doesn't need any embellishment.

Jun 6, 2013 11:36 AM

153 Make it bike friendly. Get the homeless out of there. That was the majority of
what I saw every time I went by.

Jun 6, 2013 11:29 AM

154 Fewer homeless folks camping out on the gazebo. Jun 6, 2013 11:22 AM

155 Keep the bandstand! Jun 6, 2013 11:14 AM

156 events with music in the gazebo maybe?  like, in the early evening when it's a
little cooler?

Jun 6, 2013 11:12 AM

157 I'd love to see a regular weekly or monthly get together- a symphony, plays,
movies- free and open to the public with information presented on a website in
advance.  Just something by the community for the community to enjoy.

Jun 6, 2013 11:11 AM

158 I'd eact lunch there if there were food trailers nearby. Jun 6, 2013 11:10 AM

159 A splash pad. Jun 6, 2013 10:51 AM

160 Car and bike parking; shade; splash pad or other water feature; festivals. Jun 6, 2013 9:22 AM

161 green space, large trees, no trash cans, no bums, return of Sunday afternoon
concerts that used to take place in the early 70's

Jun 6, 2013 7:32 AM

162 I would love to have Wooldridge sponsor "jazz evenings" or ensemble
performances since it is a natural amphitheater. Also,, in the past....very long
ago past, it was the center of activity. Hard to recreate now but events and
performances seem an obvious choice. Even movie nights? The shift towards
Waller Creek will no  doubt have a gravity that will be hard to overcome but
Wooldridge can compete by offering completely different types of events like
concerts, plays ballets....perhaps a zach scott event. just a thought.

Jun 5, 2013 9:24 PM
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163 Bands in the gazebo Jun 5, 2013 6:57 PM

164 I am not in that area enough to be likely to use the park no matter what it has to
offer. However, I hope that the historic pavilion can be preserved and that the
historic character can be maintained.

Jun 5, 2013 3:08 PM

165 It is not what I would like to see in but what I don't want to see - which is a poorly
maintained park and the vagrants.

Jun 5, 2013 2:44 PM

166 I now have a 4-year-old and I would like to see more kid-centered activities. Jun 5, 2013 2:40 PM

167 When I saw Charleston mayor Joseph Riley speak in Austin last year at the
Paramount (Preservation Austin event), he spoke to the importance of having
development and historic preservation work hand in hand, walking the same
path in a parallel relationship. AND, he mentioned the importance to his city of
not having every green or open space be an event center. He said that you also
need the parks where you can meet a friend, eat lunch, sunbathe, etc. without
the noise pollution of a party or band or rally. I am concerned that in Austin there
is too much anxiety around having EVENTS go on ALL THE TIME and have
them be INCREDIBLE and AWESOME because we are SUCH A COOL CITY.
Chill, dear neighbors. We are bringing people into our fair city for a multitude of
reasons, and we'll keep them for a multitude of reasons, but we won't lose them
because there isn't something to do in a park one weekend. People like to be in
touch with their history, and Wooldridge Park is ideal for that. With its bowl-
shaped topography and its location between the library and the county complex,
it doesn't readily lend itself to too much outside of easily paced activities. Let it
be what it is, and let's not try to force it to be anything more. Delightful repose
doesn't have to be less desirable than active, sensory events requiring food,
permits, security, etc.

Jun 5, 2013 2:36 PM

168 more shade!  fewer homeless people! Jun 5, 2013 2:35 PM

169 I would like to see more shade and accommodations for picnicking.  I think
people who work in that area might enjoy that.

Jun 5, 2013 2:31 PM

170 Music, games, a take-and-leave library. Jun 5, 2013 2:13 PM

171 Maybe some interesting sculptures and/or water features. Jun 5, 2013 1:43 PM

172 Music Theater School events Workout / Cross Fit  Dog Park Downtown events /
happy hours Picnics No homeless

Jun 5, 2013 10:14 AM

173 Make it safe feeling by keeping vagrants from hanging out there. Fill it in so it
doesn't feel so seperated from the street and isolated.

Jun 5, 2013 9:24 AM

174 Please, oh please, make sure there are nice public bathrooms available so I
don't have to go to the jail to tinkle. That was a HORRENDOUS experience and
didn't seem to match with the lovely symphony music that we were enjoying.
That was the first and last time I went to Wooldridge Square Park.

Jun 5, 2013 8:19 AM

175 I'd love to see big limestone slabs anchored into the hills so you can sit on them
or lean against them to read a book.

Jun 4, 2013 3:48 PM
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Q2.  2) What would you like to see in Wooldridge Square more than anything else?  What would make you go out
of your way and seek out Wooldridge as a place for fun, contemplation, repose, delight?

176 Food trailers. Jun 4, 2013 1:21 PM

177 A shady, cool and safe place to have lunch at a table! Jun 4, 2013 9:12 AM

178 Would be really cool if it had a very interesting, functional drinking water
fountain, as seen throughout Europe. Would like to see a nice, clean, public
restroom facility.

Jun 4, 2013 9:05 AM

179 Concerts. places to hang out in the shade, trip attractors, safety, fun, music,
plays

Jun 4, 2013 7:35 AM

180 A nice, shady, grassy, safe, clean spot to sit and take a break or have lunch or
grab lunch from a food truck onsite.

Jun 4, 2013 7:06 AM

181 a water feature.  benches and natural rocks/crushed granite Jun 4, 2013 6:02 AM

182 I would like to see more plant diversity  The landscaping is boring and uninviting.
A man-made pond would be nice.  You could get some really large rocks and
wedge them into the hillside for folks to sit on rather than benches.  I think folks
that work in the courthouse would lunch there if it weren't so barren.

Jun 3, 2013 11:45 PM

183 I'd love to see interactive, mind-bending art in the park. Something I could
explore and then talk about my experience with other people, even if I don't
know them... like the Luminarium that came to the Long Center, I guess. I'm not
suggesting bringing the Luminarium there, but the same vibe of "we're all
exploring this crazy, fun thing together!" If there was a changing installation I
would go back multiple times. Also, the idea of using Wooldridge Square at night
is intriguing, since in its past incarnation I would never have gone at night.

Jun 3, 2013 10:41 PM

184 Not letting it be a homeless encampment, more gardens, flowers, irrigation. An
area of tables and chairs, food trailers on street edge, high lumen lighting over
park at night like in Bryant Park NYC. Public Restrooms.

Jun 3, 2013 9:07 PM

185 traveling sculpture or art exhibits, interactive sculptures or pieces, shows or
entertainment

Jun 3, 2013 5:54 PM

186 Testing blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting
blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting
blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting
blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting
blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting blahTesting
blahTesting blah

Jun 3, 2013 10:39 AM
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