For media inquiries, please contact:

Sarah Barnes

Downtown Austin Alliance

512-381-6275

sarah@downtownaustin.com
DOWNTOWN AUSTIN’S WOOLDRIDGE SQUARE CELEBRATES CENTENNIAL 

AUSTIN, Texas – June 18, 2009 – Wooldridge Square, Austin’s oldest downtown square, celebrates its 100th birthday.   

To mark Wooldridge’s Centennial, the Downtown Austin Neighborhood Association (DANA), the Downtown Austin Alliance (DAA), Austin Parks Foundation, Austin Parks and Recreation Department, AT&T, and Texas Gas Services have come together to host a community celebration on Saturday, June 20, 2009. The event will feature performances by the Asylum Street Spankers and Sheep Army.   Commemorative Frisbees will be given to the first 100 guests and a special Centennial photo will be taken during the celebration. 

“Wooldridge Square is such a unique place, with so much history and potential,” said Jamie Lagarde, president of DANA.  “As a downtown resident, I know firsthand how important it is to have a green, welcoming place to gather.  We hope that through the Wooldridge Centennial, Austinites, whether or not they live or work downtown, will reconnect with this space.” 

The Austin History Center, located on the south edge of Wooldridge will host an exhibit featuring historical photos of Wooldridge Square featuring images of the park from the past 100 years.  The exhibit is open to the public during regular visiting hours: 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday, and noon – 6:00 p.m. on Sunday. 

“Parks are important to a community’s economic and environmental well-being, especially as we continue to achieve the density we desire downtown,” said Tom Stacy, Board Chair of the Downtown Austin Alliance.  “Having a well-programmed, well-maintained space like Wooldridge Square in our urban core makes our downtown an even more desirable place to live, work and play.” 

Wooldridge Square has enjoyed a prominent place in Austin’s history even before its official dedication on June 18, 1909.  When Edwin Waller created the Waller Plan of 1839, he set aside four squares, including what would become Wooldridge, as parkland amongst the street grid system that Austin still uses today.  

Throughout its history, Wooldridge has been the site of political rallies and debates, cultural performances, community gatherings and countless weddings. Lyndon Baines Johnson launched his presidential campaign and Sen. Kirk Watson held his mayoral campaign kickoff there.  More than 1,000 Austinites joined together there for the National Day of Prayer and Mourning after the tragic events of September 11, 2001. From spirited games of Giant Chess every Saturday, to festive Cinco de Mayo celebrations each year, or just a fun day in the sun rolling down the hills, Wooldridge continues to be an important gathering place for the community.

However, in recent years, the park has been in decline. Active intervention is needed to address dying trees, eroding grass, and other issues.  The Austin Parks Foundation is working with community groups and volunteers to improve the square by hosting events to add life to the park, improving the park’s appearance and connecting with volunteers to assist with maintenance and ongoing support. 

As a part of the Downtown Austin Plan process, ROMA Design Group and HR&A Consultants will be creating a Parks and Open Space Master Plan that will inventory and assess the conditions of downtown parks and open space, and will develop a plan for their ongoing improvement, programming and management, maintenance, expansion and financing. 

“The 100th birthday of Wooldridge provides us with an opportunity to realize the importance of our historic squares and green spaces in our urban core,” said Council Member Sheryl Cole, who has been a champion of the Parks and Open Space Master Plan.  “High quality urban parks are critical to quality of life as downtown Austin becomes an even more dense, mixed-use center.” 

Members of the community are encouraged to utilize Wooldridge Square as a meeting place, a performance venue, or just a place to relax.  For more information about parks guidelines and schedules, visit http://www.austinparks.org/wooldridge.html. 

“Parks and open spaces are true community treasures, and Wooldridge Square is no exception,” said Charlie McCabe, executive director of the Austin Parks Foundation.  “Together, we can help Wooldridge Square reach its potential as a beautiful, fun, welcoming gathering place for all Austinites, today and well into the future.”

To view segments about Wooldridge Square on the award-winning television show, “DOWNTOWN,” visit: 

Creating Land Art in Wooldridge Square: http://downtownaustintv.org/#/art/creating-land-art/
Giant Chess in Wooldridge Square: http://downtownaustintv.org/#/outdoor-recreation/giant-chess/ 

Wooldridge Square Timeline:  

· 1839: Wooldridge designated as public parkland in the original Waller Plan of Austin

· 1839 – 1909: Wooldridge Square was used as Austin’s city dump

· 1909: Mayor A.P. Wooldridge initiated clean-up and development of the Square

· June 18, 1909: Official park opening

· 1910: Greek revival bandstand was built

· 1910 -1930: City hosted weekly concerts each Friday 

· 1910: Governor Colquitt began tradition of launching political campaigns from the square

· 1918: Community sing brought 10,000 civilians and soldiers for a showing of solidarity during World War I

· 1930: Travis County Courthouse constructed along northern edge of the park

· 1933 – 1979: Southern edge of the Park hosted the city’s central library

· 1963: LBJ announced his campaign for presidency

· 1971: Travis County Historical Survey Committee erected a historic marker in Wooldridge Square

· 1983: Original library building becomes home of the Austin History Center

· 1987: First Annual Cinco de Mayo festival held

· 1997: Sen. Kirk Watson announces Mayoral campaign

· 2001: City gathering for National Day of Prayer and Mourning following September 11

· 2001: White Cane Day, also know as Independence day for the blind and visually impaired, celebrated

· 2003 – 2008: Austin Symphony free concert series in the summers

· 2003 – present: Giant Chess played on bandstand every Saturday

About the Downtown Austin Alliance

The Downtown Austin Alliance is a partnership of property owners, businesses and individuals devoted to promoting the value and vitality of downtown. Providing private sector leadership, the Alliance works with government to develop and implement programs that enhance the business, cultural and residential environment of downtown. For more information about the Downtown Austin Alliance and its programs, call 512-469-1766 or visit www.downtownaustin.com.

About the Downtown Austin Neighborhood Association

The mission of the Downtown Austin Neighborhood Association (DANA) is to improve the quality of life for those who live, work and play downtown. DANA influences decisions that affect downtown, educates and listens to residents and stakeholders about downtown and issues that affect them, and fosters a downtown community through social events.  We strive to promote a range of downtown housing options, protect public spaces and historical assets, support pedestrian-oriented development policies, address safety and public nuisance concerns, encourage mixed-use residential development, organize resident social events, and communicate the economic and cultural benefits of a vibrant, densely-populated downtown to elected officials and the community at large. For more information about the Downtown Austin Neighborhood Association, visit  www.downtownaustin.org.
About Austin Parks Foundation

Austin Parks Foundation has been protecting and preserving 209 Austin parks by connecting people and resources to park improvements since 1992. In 2008, Austin Parks Foundation funded 26 grants totaling $200,000 for park projects and is currently working with more than 40 community groups who have adopted parks. In March 2009, over 2,500 volunteers worked on 60+ projects throughout Austin Parks on Its My Park Day, which was created to inspire community-wide public service focused on park improvement. For more information about the Austin Parks Foundation visit www.austinparks.org.
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